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THERE ARE FISH AND THEY ARE JUMPING AND FLAUNTING 

AND LURING ME ON AS  THEY WISH; 

BUT I T  ISN'T THE FISH THAT I'M WANTING 

SO MUCH AS JUST CATCHING THE F I S H ,  
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MYAKKA R I V E R  ORIGINS 

The Myakka R i v e r ,  t h e  backbone  of S a r a s o t a  County ,  

r e v e a l s  a  r e m a r k a b l e  h i s t o r y  t h a t  s p a n s  t h r e e  c o u n t i e s .  

O r i g i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  w e t l a n d s  of Manatee  Coun ty ,  t h e  r i v e r  

e n t e r s  S a r a s o t a  County f rom t h e  e a s t  and f l o w s  t o  t h e  

s o u t h w e s t .  S i t u a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  r i v e r  i s  Upper Lake ,  and 

f o u r  m i l e s  t o  t h e  s o u t h w e s t ,  Lower Lake.  A t  a  p o i n t  

h a l f w a y  be tween  where  t h e  r i v e r  e n t e r s  and l e a v e s  t h e  

c o u n t y ,  i t  t u r n s  and f l o w s  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t .  A t  t h e  

p o i n t  where  t h e  r i v e r  t u r n s  i t  i s  w i t h i n  e i g h t  m i l e s  of  

t h e  Gulf  of Mexico.  J u s t  above  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  a n c i e n t  

r i v e r  a c c e p t e d  t h e  f l o w  of t h e  Cowpen S l o u g h  f rom t h e  

n o r t h w e s t .  A s  t h e  r i v e r  f l o w s  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t ,  i t  

a c c e p t s  t h e  f l o w  of Deer Creek  S lough  and B ig  S l o u g h .  

Between t h e  two h l o u g h s  i s  l o c a t e d  t h e  Warm M i n e r a l  

S p r i n g .  As t h e  r i v e r  c o n t i n u e s ,  i t  c o m p l e t e s  a  huge  

s i d e w a y s  "v" p a t t e r n ,  p o i n t i n g  t o w a r d s  t h e  Gulf  o f  Mexico 



a n d  s p a n n i n g  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  S a r a s o t a  C o u n t y .  F i n a l l y ,  

t h e  Myakka R i v e r  e n t e r s  C h a r l o t t e  C o u n t y  a n d  p o u r s  i t ' s  

w a t e r s  i n t o  C h a r l o t t e  H a r b o r .  

G e o l o g i c a l l y ,  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  B a s i n  may b e  

s e v e r a l  m i l l i o n  y e a r s  o l d .  E v i d e n c e  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  r o c k  

s a m p l e s  f r o m  t h e  r i v e r  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  r i v e r  e x i s t e d  

a t  l e a s t  o n e  m i l l i o n  y e a r s .  C a l o o s a h a t c h e e  M a r l  s a m p l e s  

d a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  P l i o c e n e  P e r i o d  w e r e  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  

Myakka R i v e r  a s  e a r l y  a s  1 8 8 6 .  

T h e  C a l o o s a h a t c h e e  M a r l  i s  u n d e r l a i d  b y  r o c k  o f  t h e  

H a w t h o r n  F o r m a t i o n  d a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  M i o c e n e  p e r i o d  o f  

s e v e n  t o  t w e n t y  m i l l i o n  y e a r s  a g o .  I n  s o u t h  F l o r i d a  

t h e  H a w t h o r n  F o r m a t i o n  h a s  r e v e a l e d  v a r i o u s  m a r i n e  b i -  

v a l v e s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  c h a n g e s  i n  s e a l e v e l  d u r i n g  t h e  

M i o c e n e .  T h e r e  i s  n o  e v i d e n c e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t o  s u p p o r t  

t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  B a s i n  e x i s t e d  

d u r i n g  t h e  M i o c e n e  P e r i o d ,  y e t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e .  

F u t u r e  g e o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  may r e v e a l  much a b o u t  t h e  

o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  B a s i n .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  

we c a n  a s s u m e  t h a t  t h e  b a s i n  h a s  b e e n  some t y p e  o f  t r i -  

b u t a r y  f o r  t h e  l a s t  o n e  m i l l i o n  y e a r s .  

P l e i s t o c e n e  Mammals w e r e  t h e  f i r s t  d e n i z e n s  o f  t h i s  r e g i o n ,  

h a v i n g  a r r i v e d  i n  S o u t h  F l o r i d a  o v e r  t h i r t y  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s  

a g o .  T h e  P l e i s t o c e n e  P e r i o d  e x h i b i t e d  a n  i n c r e d i b l y  d i -  

v e r s e  l i s t  o f  mammals t h a t  r o a m e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Myakka 

( 1 - 2 )  



R i v e r  V a l l e y  Region .  Mammoths, mas todons ,  s a b r e  t o o t h  

c a t s ,  g i a n t  s l o t h s ,  t a p i r s ,  h o r s e s ,  c a m e l s  and d i r e  - 
w o l v e s  a r e  some o f  t h e  a n i m a l s  t h a t  i n h a b i t e d  t h i s  r e g i o n .  

One p u b l i c a t i o n  l i s t s  o v e r  e i g h t y  v a r i e t i e s  of  mammals, 

a s  w e l l  a s  numerous b i r d s ,  f i s h  and r e p t i l e s .  

A r e c e n t  r e p o r t  by V i c t o r  A .  Carbone  s p e c u l a t e s  t h e  en-  

v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n d i t i o n s  of F l o r i d a  2 0 , 0 0 0  y e a r s  ago .  " A  

warm t e m p e r a t e  f o r e s t  of o a k ,  h i c k o r y  and s o u t h e r n  p i n e  

( e x i s t e d )  a c r o s s  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  c o a s t a l  p l a i n  f rom t h e  

Gulf t o  t h e  A t l a n t i c  ... a  hardwood f o r e s t  i s  p r o j e c t e d  

a l o n g  t h e  ma jo r  r i v e r  v a l l e y s " .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  p e n i n s u l a  

F l o r i d a  was n e a r l y  t w i c e  a s  wide  a s  i t  i s  a t  p r e s e n t .  

C o n s i d e r a b l e  l a n d  a l o n g  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  was exposed  

due  t o  t h e  s e a l e v e l  b e i n g  s e v e r a l  y a r d s  l o w e r  t h a n  i t  i s  

t o d a y .  

A t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  Myakka V a l l e y  would have  b e e n  an  e s t a b -  

l i s h e d  r i v e r  b a s i n ,  g a t h e r i n g  w a t e r  f rom a  v a s t  a c r e a g e  

i n t o  a  f u n n e l  of r i v e r s  and u l t i m a t e l y  i n t o  t h e  Gulf  of 

Mexico.  P l e i s t o c e n e  mammals f r e q u e n t e d  t h e  r i v e r  a s  a  

s o u r c e  of w a t e r  and f o o d .  The r a n g e  l a n d s  a l o n g  t h e  r i v e r  

a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  f r i n g i n g  hammocks p r o v i d e d  a n  abundance  

of  v e g e t a b l e  f o o d .  C a r n i v o r o u s  a n i m a l s  may h a v e  found  

t h e  r i v e r  t o  b e  a  p e r f e c t  s p o t  t o  ambush s m a l l  game. 

P l e i s t o c e n e  mammals roamed t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  

V a l l e y  Region  unmoles t ed  f o r  t h o u s a n d s  of  y e a r s .  Fos-  

s i l i z e d  b o n e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  of  mammoths and mas todons ,  

(1-31 



h a v e  b e e n  u n c o v e r e d  a t  v a r i o u s  p o i n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  Myakka 

R i v e r  V a l l e y  Region .  Recent  r e s e a r c h  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  

man may h a v e  b e e n  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  Myakka a r e a  e a r l y  enough 

t o  h a v e  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  demise  of  t h e  P l e i s t o c e n e  mammals. 

A s  e a r l y  a s  t e n  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s  ago man was l i v i n g  i n  t h e  

Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  Region  based  upon e v i d e n c e  r e c o v e r e d  

f rom Warm M i n e r a l  S p r i n g s .  Warm M i n e r a l  S p r i n g s ,  a  

s i n k h o l e  o r i g i n a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  c o l l a p s e  of a  c a v e r n  i n  

t h e  Tampa L i m e s t o n e ,  i s  l o c a t e d  two m i l e s  t o  t h e  e a s t  

o f  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  i n  s e c t i o n  25,  t o w n s h i p  39 s o u t h ,  

r a n g e  20 e a s t .  I n  1959 D r .  Eugen ie  C l a r k  and  Co l .  

W i l l i a m  Roya l  removed from t h e  s p r i n g  human s k e l e t a l  

m a t e r i a l  t h a t  was r a d i o c a r b o n  d a t e d  a t  1 0 , 0 0 0  y e a r s  be- 

f o r e  p r e s e n t .  L a t e r ,  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  work ing  f o r  t h e  

S t a t e  of F l o r i d a  c o n f i r m e d  man's p r e s e n c e  a t  Warm M i n e r a l  

S p r i n g s  1 0 , 0 0 0  y e a r s  ago .  

A l l  e v i d e n c e  r e c o v e r e d  from t h e  Warm M i n e r a l  S p r i n g s  a s  

w e l l  a s  f rom n e a r b y  L i t t l e  S a l t  S p r i n g  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  

man was p u r s u i n g  a  h u n t i n g  and g a t h e r i n g  economy on t h e  

p l a i n s  and i n  t h e  f o r e s t s  and hammocks of t h e  Myakka 

R i v e r  V a l l e y  Reg ion  a t  l e a s t  t e n  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s  ago .  

D e s c e n d e n t s  of t h e  P a l e o  Man t h a t  l i v e d  i n  t h e  Warm 

M i n e r a l  S p r i n g s  a r e a  would c o n t i n u e  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  

Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  Region  f o r  t h o u s a n d s  of  y e a r s .  These  

h u n t i n g  and g a t h e r i n g  p e o p l e  would r e m a i n  i n  t h e  a r e a  



f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s .  

Game was a b u n d a n t  i n  t h e  hammocks a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  r i v e r  a s  

w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  p i n e l a n d  s u r r o u n d i n g  i t .  Wate r fowl  f i l l e d  

t h e  low m a r s h l a n d .  F i s h  w e r e  a b u n d a n t  i n  t h e  r i v e r  a s  w e l l  

a s  i n  C h a r l o t t e  Harbor .The  g r e a t  d i v e r s i t y  of p l a n t  l i f e  

a l o n g  t h e  r i v e r  p r o v i d e d  a  s o u r c e  of v e g e t a b l e  f o o d .  

The Myakka R i v e r  p r o v i d e d  a  r o u t e  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n  a 

r e g i o n  t h a t  was n o t  e a s i l y  t r a v e r c e d  o v e r  l a n d .  Dugout 

c a n o e s  were  used  by t h e  a b o r i g i n a l s  t o  move e f f i c i e n t l y  

f rom t h e  C h a r l o t t e  Harbor  a r e a  t o  t h e  u p l a n d s .  

T h e r e  a r e  dozens  of r e c o r d e d  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i t e s ,  and 

l i k e l y  numerous u n r e c o r d e d  s i t e s ,  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  Myakka 

R i v e r .  These  s i t e s  c o n s i s t  of s e a s o n a l  camp s i t e s ,  s h e l l  

middens and b u r i a l  mounds. I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  some of t h e  

a b o r i g i n a l s  l i v e d  c o n t i n u o u s l y  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  

l i v e d  t h e r e  o n l y  s e a s o n a l l y .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  a  p e a c e f u l  

r e t r e a t  f o r  t h e  a b o r i g i n a l s ,  much a s  i t  d i d  f o r  many o f  

t h e  w h i t e  men t o  f o l l o w .  A s  t h e s e  e a r l y  p e o p l e s  l e f t  no 

w r i t t e n  h i s t o r y ,  we h a v e  no a c c o u n t s  of t h e  many l e g e n d s  

t h a t  may have  r e v o l v e d  a r o u n d  t h e  r i v e r  t h a t  we know 

t o d a y  a s  t h e  Myakka. 



PONCE DE LEON DISCOVERS CHARLOTTE HARBOR 

A t h o r o u g h l y  d o c u m e n t e d  m a n u s c r i p t ,  w r i t t e n  i n  1 9 3 5  b y  

M r .  T. F r e d e r i c k  D a v i s ,  r e v e a l s  t h a t  J u a n  P o n c e  D e  L e o n  

may h a v e  b e e n  t h e  f i r s t  E u r o p e a n  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  C h a r l o t t e  

H a r b o r  a r e a .  D a v i s  r e l i e s  h e a v i l y  o n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  

d o c u m e n t a t i o n  o f  J u a n  P o n c e ' s  e x p l o r a t i o n  w r i t t e n  b y  

A n t o n i o  D e  H e r r e r a  i n  1 6 0 1 .  H e r r e r a  h a d  b e e n  a p p o i n t e d  

i n  1 5 9 2  a s  t h e  O f f i c i a l  H i s t o r i o g r a p h e r  o f  t h e  I n d i e s  

b y  K i n g  P h i l l i p  I1 o f  S p a i n .  

J u a n  P o n c e  De Leon  h a d  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o f  S p a i n  

a n d  t h e  Wes t  I n d i e s  u n t i l  1 5 0 8  when h e  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  

g o v e r n o r  o f  H i s p a n o l a .  I n  1 5 1 1 ,  J u a n  P o n c e  w a s  r e l i e v e d  

o f  h i s  g o v e r n o r s h i p .  W i t h  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  K i n g  P h i l l i p  

I1 J u a n  P o n c e  s e t  o u t  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  m y s t e r i o u s  l a n d s  

n o r t h  o f  t h e  I n d i e s .  



H e r r e r a ,  who i t  i s  b e l i e v e d ,  p o s s e s s e d  J u a n  P o n c e ' s  l o g  

o r  d i a r y ,  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  e x p l o r e r  r e a c h e d  t h e  N o r t h  

American c o n t i n e n t  i n  A p r i l  of 1513.  The p o i n t  of d i s -  

c o v e r y  was i n  t h e  a r e a  of  t h e  mouth of t h e  S t .  J o h n ' s  

R i v e r  on t h e  e a s t  c o a s t .  H e r r e r a  r e c o r d s  t h e  o r i g i n  of 

t h e  name " F l o r i d a "  u s i n g  words t h a t  may b e  t h o s e  of J u a n  

Ponce h i m s e l f .  H e r r e r a  w r i t e s :  " t h e y  named i t  La F l o r i d a  

b e c a u s e  i t  had a ' v e r y  b e a u t i f u l  v iew of many and c o o l  

woodlands and i t  was l e v e l  and uniform, '  and b e c a u s e  more- 

o v e r ,  t h e y  d i s c o v e r e d  i t  i n  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  F e a s t  o f  

F l o w e r s  ( P a s c u a  F l o r i d a ) " .  A t  t h e  same t i m e  t h e  I n d i a n s  

of t h e  Bahamas were  c a l l i n g  t h i s  l a n d  " C a u t i o " .  

Juan  Ponce p roceeded  s o u t h  a l o n g  t h e  e a s t  c o a s t  of F l o r i d a  

s e e k i n g  a n  a r e a  on t h e  wes t  c o a s t  where  g o l d  was rumored 

t o  e x i s t  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  of t h e  I n d i a n s .  J u a n  P o n c e ' s  

e x p e d i t i o n  was i n  B i scayne  Bay by May 1 3 t h  of 1513  and by 

t h e  23rd  of May was i n  t h e  y e t  unnamed C h a r l o t t e  Harbor  

a r e a .  Here ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  H e r r e r a  "he  found  t h e  p a s s a g e  

f o r  v e s s e l s  n e x t  t o  t h e  c o a s t  i n t o  C a r l o s  Sound and  a n c h o r e d  

o f f  P i n e  I s l a n d .  . . i n  t h i s  haven  h e  c a r e e n e d  t h e  San C h r i s -  

t o v a l ,  and l a t e r  s e n t  a  b o a t  t o  examine and sound a  h a r b o r  

n e a r b y " .  D a v i s  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  J u a n  Ponce "examined t h e  

r e g i o n  w i t h  a  t h o u g h t  of  f u t u r e  s e t t l e m e n t " .  Wi th  t h i s  i n  

mind i t  c a n  b e  assumed t h a t  one  of t h e  e x p l o r a t o r y  s c o u t i n g  

b o a t s  may h a v e  e n c o u n t e r e d  t h e  two ma jo r  r i v e r s  f l o w i n g  

i n t o  t h e  Harbor .  These  r i v e r s  t h a t  f l o w  i n t o  C h a r l o t t e  

Harbor  a r e  t h e  P e a c e ,  and t h e  Myakka. 
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H e r r e r a  r e c o r d s  t h a t  J u a n  P o n c e  was  n o t  o n l y  i n  s e a r c h  

o f  g o l d ,  b u t  a l s o  " w e n t  s e e k i n g  t h a t  s a c r e d  f o u n t a i n ,  s o  

r e n o w n e d  among t h e  I n d i a n s ,  , a n d  t h e  r i v e r ,  w h o s e  w a t e r s  

r e j u v e n a t e d  t h e  a g e d . "  T h i s  i s  among t h e  e a r l i e s t  r e c o r d s  

m e n t i o n i n g  t h e  " F o u n t a i n  o f  Y o u t h "  i n  F l o r i d a .  I n t e r e s t -  

i n g l y ,  H e r r e r a  a l s o  m e n t i o n s  t h e  r i v e r  t h a t  s h a r e d  t h e  

f o u n t a i n ' s  r e j u v e n a t i n g  e f f e c t .  I f  i t  i s  a s s u m e d  t h a t  

Warm M i n e r a l  S p r i n g s  i s  t h e  a n c i e n t  " F o u n t a i n  o f  Y o u t h "  

t h e n  i t  c a n  a l s o  b e  a s s u m e d  t h a t  t h e  Myakka R i v e r ,  t h a t  

u l t i m a t e l y  a c c e p t s  t h e  w a t e r  f l o w i n g  f r o m  t h e  s p r i n g ,  i s  

t h e  l e g e n d a r y  r i v e r .  

J u a n  P o n c e  r e m a i n e d  i n  t h e  C h a r l o t t e  H a r b o r  a r e a  u n t i l  

J u n e  1 5 t h  o f  1 5 1 3 .  He t h e n  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  West I n d i e s  

a n d  p r e p a r e d  f o r  h i s  s e c o n d  j o u r n e y  t o  "La F l o r i d a " .  

D a v i s  s p e c u l a t e s  t h a t  s i n c e  J u a n  P o n c e  h a d  c o n s i d e r e d  

t h e  C h a r l o t t e  H a r b o r  a r e a  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a  s e t t l e m e n t ,  t h e  

r e g i o n  was  l i k e l y  t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n  o f  h i s  s e c o n d  v o y a g e .  

D a v i s  s p e c u l a t e s  t h a t  " i t  i s  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  s u p p o s e  t h a t  

J u a n  P o n c e ,  h a v i n g  a  c a r g o  a  p a r t  o f  w h i c h  r e q u i r e d  

p r o m p t  l a n d i n g ,  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  s p e n t  t i m e  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  

t o  l o o k  f o r  a n o t h e r  l o c a t i o n . "  

H e r r e r a  r e c o r d e d  t h a t  t h e  s e c o n d  v o y a g e  a n d  t h e  a t t e m p t  

a t  s e t t l e m e n t  was  f o i l e d  b y  t h e  n a t i v e  I n d i a n s  who 

" s a l l i e d  o u t  t o  o p p o s e "  J u a n  P o n c e .  A b a t t l e  e n s u e d  

a n d  many of  J u a n  P o n c e ' s  c r e w  w e r e  k i l l e d ,  many o t h e r s  

wounded .  J u a n  P o n c e ,  h i m s e l f  wounded ,  r e t u r n e d  t o  Cuba 

w h e r e  h e  d i e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  b a t t l e .  Had J u a n  P o n c e ' s  
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second journey been successful it is possible that the 

earliest settlement of Europeans on the North American 

continent would have been in the immediate vicinity of 

Charlotte Harbor and the Myakka River. 



BERNARD ROMANS CHARTS CHARLOTTE HARBOR 

The first European to draft an accurate map of the Char- 

lotte Harbor area, including the Peace and Myakka Rivers, 

was an Englishman named Bernard Romans. 

A native of the Netherlands, Romans migrated to England 

in his youth. While in England he studied civil engine- 

ering and was recognized as a skilled draftsman by the 

British government. Romans may have journeyed to North 

America as early as 1757 during the French and Indian 

War. Working as a surveyor and draftsman he had varied 

assignments, ultimately surveying Amelia Island in 

Florida in 1766, shortly after Britain had acquired - 

Florida from Spain. 

At this time, two Surveyor Generals were appointed to 

chart North America. John Gerar William De Brahm was 

appointed Surveyor General of southern North America 
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which  i n c l u d e d  t h e  newly a c q u i r e d  s t a t e  of F l o r i d a .  

De Brahm c h o s e  Bernard  Romans a s  h i s  a s s i s t a n t  i n  1769. 

D u r i n g  1770 and 1771 Romans e x p l o r e d  t h e  c o a s t s  of F l o r i d a  

r e c o r d i n g  t h e  topography  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  and 

u n i q u e  f e a t u r e s .  I n  1775 Romans p u b l i s h e d  t h e  r e s u l t s  

of h i s  l a b o r  i n  a  book e n t i t l e d  "A C o n c i s e  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  

of E a s t  and West F l o r i d a " .  I n  h i s  book ,  Romans a c c u r a t e l y  

d e s c r i b e s  t h e  C h a r l o t t e  Harbor  a r e a  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  

Romans r e c o r d e d  t h a t  C h a r l o t t e  Harbor  " c o n t a i n s  a  l a r g e  

r i v e r ,  which  e m p t i e s  i t s e l f  i n t o  t h e  new h a r b o u r ,  of 

wh ich  I am t h e  f i r s t  e x p l o r e r ,  we h a v e  g i v e n  i t  t h e  name 

of C h a r l o t t e  Harbour ,  b u t  n e i t h e r  h a r b o u r  n o r  r i v e r  h a v e  

b e e n  d e s c r i b e d  by t h e  S p a n i a r d s  i n  t h e i r  maps ..." The 

r i v e r  d e s c r i b e d  by Romans i s  now known a s  t h e  P e a c e  R i v e r .  

Romans' map e n t i t l e d  " P a r t  of t h e  P r o v i n c e  of E a s t  F l o r i d a "  

was p r i n t e d  w i t h  h i s  book i n  1775 and  i l l u s t r a t e s  a  r e -  

m a r k a b l e  s i m i l a r i t y  t o  maps drawn o v e r  one  hundred  y e a r s  

l a t e r .  The map was t h e  most a c c u r a t e  drawn up t o  t h i s  

t i m e ,  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  e x t e n s i v e  e x p l o r a t i o n  u n d e r t a k e n  

by Romans. 

C h a r l o t t e  Harbor  i s  p l a i n l y  i d e n t i f i e d  on t h e  map w i t h  - 

two r i v e r s  f l o w i n g  i n t o  i t  from t h e  n o r t h .  The r i v e r  

t h a t  i s  t o d a y  t h e  P e a c e ,  i s  l a b e l e d  a s  t h e  "La rge  R i v e r  

d i s c o v e r e d  by t h e  Author" .  The second  r i v e r ,  c l e a r l y  

t o d a y ' s  Myakka R i v e r ,  i s  l a b e l e d  "Creek  d i s c o v e r e d  by 

A u t h o r " .  Depth  s o u n d i n g s  a r e  shown t h r o u g h o u t  C h a r l o t t e  



H a r b o r .  The map i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  "La rge  R i v e r "  o r  

P e a c e  R i v e r  was n o t  sounded a l t h o u g h  t h e  "Creek" o r  

Myakka R i v e r  was.  . T h e  Myakka R i v e r  was sounded a t  e i g h t  

p o i n t s  f o r  a  d i s t a n c e  of a t  l e a s t  two o r  t h r e e  m i l e s  

u p s t r e a m .  T h i s  may i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i t  was assumed t h a t  t h e  

" L a r g e  R i v e r "  was d e e p ,  and t h a t  t h e  "Creek" was sounded 

t o  d e t e r m i n e  i t ' s  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  n a v i g a t i o n .  C e r t a i n l y  

i t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  Romans t h o r o u g h l y  e x p l o r e d  t h e  f i r s t  

few m i l e s  of  t h e  Myakka R i v e r ,  w i t n e s s i n g  i t ' s  b e a u t y  and 

r e s o u r c e s .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Romans' r e v o l u t i o n a r y  map making a b i l i t i e s ,  

h e  was a  t a l e n t e d  a r t i s t .  Dur ing  h i s  t i m e  s p e n t  i n  F l o r i d a  

h e  r e c o r d e d  t h e  many v a r i e t i e s  of u n i q u e  p l a n t s  and a n i m a l s  

t h a t  h e  d i s c o v e r e d .  Whi le  i n  F l o r i d a  Romans was p a r t i c u -  

l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  I n d i a n s  of t h e  a r e a  and  g i v e s  u s  

a  b r i e f  g l i m p s e  of  t h e  I n d i a n  s i t u a t i o n  i n  1771 i n  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  p a s s a g e  from h i s  book "These  h i l l s ,  among t h e  

d r e a r y  mangrove l a n d ,  have  a p p a r e n t l y  b e e n  t h e  l a s t  r e -  

t r e a t ,  and s k u l k i n g  p l a c e s ,  of t h e  C a l o o s a  S a v a g e s ,  when 

t h e i r  more p o t e n t  n e i g h b o r s ,  t h e  C r e e k s ,  d r o v e  them o f f  

t h e  c o n t i n e n t . "  Thus i n  t h e  l a t e  1 7 0 0 ' s  when Romans 

t o u r e d  t h e  a r e a  of C h a r l o t t e  H a r b o r ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e s i -  - 

d e n t s  had v a n i s h e d  and been  r e p l a c e d  by t h e  C r e e k s  o r  

S e m i n o l e s  a s  w e l l  a s  a  few cuban  f i s h e r m e n .  A s  no  one  

had  r e c o r d e d  t h e  name t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e s i d e n t s ,  t h e  C a l o o s a  

I n d i a n s ,  had g i v e n  t o  t h e  r i v e r  l e a d i n g  n o r t h  f rom Char- 

l o t t e  H a r b o r  i t  would b e  up l e f t  up t o  t h e  l a t e r  t r i b e s  

t o  name i t .  
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THE MYAKKA R I V E R  

When J u a n  Ponce De Leon d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  C h a r l o t t e  Harbor  

a r e a  h e  d i d  n o t  name t h e  r i v e r s  t h a t  h i s  crew may have  

d i s c o v e r e d ,  p e r h a p s  e x p e c t i n g  t o  l e a r n  t h e  names from t h e  

n a t i v e  I n d i a n s ,  t h e  C a l o o s a s .  

B e r n a r d  Romans, b e l i e v e d  by h i m s e l f  t o  b e  t h e  d i s c o v e r e r  

of C h a r l o t t e  Harbor  s i m p l y  l a b e l e d  t h e  r i v e r s  "Di scove red  

by t h e  Author"  a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  p r e c e e d i n g  c h a p t e r .  

He t o o  p e r h a p s  e x p e c t e d  t o  l e a r n  t h e  names of t h e  r i v e r s  

f rom t h e  I n d i a n s  who i n h a b i t e d  t h e  r e g i o n  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  

t h e  C r e e k s .  

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  p u b l i s h i n g  of Romans' book and map i n  1 7 7 5 ,  

a  few c h a r t o g r a p h e r s  l a b e l e d  t h e  r i v e r ,  t h a t  would l a t e r  

b e  c a l l e d  t h e  Myakka, t h e  "New Creek" .  A t  l e a s t  one  

l a b e l e d  t h e  "La rge  R i v e r "  on Romans' map, t h e  C h a r l o t t e  

R i v e r ,  and t h i s  l a t e r  became known a s  t h e  P e a c e  R i v e r .  



Words s o u n d i n g  s i m i l a r  t o  Myakka a p p e a r  a s  e a r l y  a s  t h e  

1 5 0 0 ' s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  e a r l y  h i s t o r i a n s .  J o h n  L e e  W i l l i a m s ,  

i n  h i s  b o o k  The  T e r r i t o r y  o f  F l o r i d a ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 3 7 ,  

r e c o r d s  t h a t  d u r i n g  H e r n a n d o  D e S o t o ' s  e x p l o r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  

Tampa Bay A r e a  " h e  f o u n d  a n  I n d i a n  c h i e f  named M a c a c o . . .  

a n d  h i s  p r o v i n c e  b o r e  t h e  same name . "  

A n o t h e r  r e c o r d i n g  o f  a  name s o u n d i n g  l i k e  Myakka w a s  b y  

H e r n a n d o  F o n t a n e d o  a r o u n d  1 5 7 5 .  F o n t a n e d o ,  w h i l e  e x p l o r i n g  

t h e  e a s t  c o a s t  o f  F l o r i d a  d i s c o v e r e d  a  T i m u c u a n  I n d i a n  

town  n o r t h  o f  C a p e  C a n a v e r a l  b e a r i n g  a  s i m i l a r  name .  

S e v e r a l  maps  f r o m  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 0 0 ' s  show w h a t  i s  now l a k e  

O k e e c h o b e e  a s  L a k e  Mayaco .  T h i s  l a k e  was  s u r r o u n d e d  i n  

m y s t e r y  a s  n o  w h i t e  man h a d  f o u n d  i t  u n t i l  t h e  m i d  1 8 0 0 ' s .  

The  P u r c e l l  map o f  1 7 9 2  s h o w s  w h a t  i s  now t h e  P e a c e  R i v e r  

a s  t h e  M i a c o  R i v e r .  T h i s  was  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  

t h a t  t h i s  r i v e r  l e d  t o  t h e  l a k e  o f  t h a t  name,  b u t  i n  

r e a l i t y  i t  d i d  n o t .  T h e  P u r c e l l  map may b e  t h e  f i r s t  t o  

r e c o r d  t h e  name M i a c o  R i v e r  e v e n  t h o u g h  i t  d i d  n o t  a p p l y  

t o  t h e  r i v e r  o f  t h e  name t o d a y .  

The  T a n n e r  map o f  1 8 2 3  s h o w s  w h a t  i s  now t h e  Myakka R i v e r  

a s  t h e  A s t e r n a l  R i v e r .  T h i s  name c o n t i n u e s  t o  a p p e a r  o n  

F l o r i d a  maps  a s  l a t e  a s  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s .  The  o r i g i n  o f  t h i s  

name i s  unknown.  A s t e r n a l  i s  d e f i n e d  a s  m e a n i n g  " h a v i n g  

n o  s t e r n u m ,  a s  i n  s n a k e s  a n d  t u r t l e s " .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  

t h a t  t h e  r i v e r  w a s  s o  named f o r  i t ' s  a b u n d a n t  r e p t i l i a n  

i n h a b i t a n t s .  
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The f i r s t  r e c o r d e d  i n s t a n c e  of t h e  name Myakka b e i n g  

a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  r i v e r  of t h a t  name t o d a y  was i n  1843 .  A t  

t h e  mouth of t h e  r i v e r ,  Deputy S u r v e y o r  Sam Reid  encoun-  

t e r e d  a  group  of S e m i n o l e s  who t o l d  him t h e  r i v e r  was 

c a l l e d  t h e  Mia rca .  The f i r s t  map t h a t  shows t h e  s p e l l i n g  

Myakka a p p e a r s  i n  1845.  A map of F l o r i d a  compi l ed  by t h e  

Bureau of T o p o g r a p h i c a l  E n g i n e e r s ,  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  s t a t e -  

wide  townsh ip  s u r v e y s  of t h e  e a r l y  1 8 4 0 1 s ,  shows t h e  r i v e r  

a s  t h e  Myakka. Sam R e i d ' s  r e c o r d e d  Mia rca  was m o d i f i e d  

t o  Myakka. On t h i s  map a l s o  i s  r e c o r d e d  t h e  a n c i e n t  name 

of t h e  Myakka h e a d w a t e r s  "Locha n o t i a "  o r  s l e e p i n g  t u r t l e s  

W r i t e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1 8 0 0 ' s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  r i v e r  a s  

e i t h e r  t h e  Myakka o r  t h e  Miakka. The community t h a t  was 

e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War n o r t h  of Upper Lake t o o k  

t h e  name Miakka and i n  1878 when a p p l y i n g  f o r  a  p o s t  o f f i c e  

r e t a i n e d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  name. Dur ing  t h e  l a t e  1 8 0 0 ' s  what  

i s  now c a l l e d  Upper Lake was c a l l e d  e i t h e r  Miakka Lake o r  

Myakka Lake.  What i s  now t h e  Lower Lake was c a l l e d  e i t h e r  

Lower Lake o r  V a n d e r i p e  Lake ,  W.H.  V a n d e r i p e  b e i n g  o n e  of 

t h e  ma jo r  s tockmen of  t h e  a r e a .  Throughout  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 0 0 ' s  

t h e  r i v e r  would b e  c a l l e d  v a r i o u s l y  Miakka and Myakka. 

Today,  t h e  o n l y  e v i d e n c e  of t h e  name Miakka,  i s  t h e  com- 
- 

m u n i t y  of  t h a t  name t h a t  was founded  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War. 



THE SEMINOLES 

As early as 1771 Bernard Romans described Creek Indians 

living in the Tampa Bay area. Charles Tabeau, in his 

book A History of Florida states that "in 1767 the first 

band of Upper Creeks settled northeast of Tampa Bay". 

Tabeau also states that "the last major movement of 

Indians into Florida came after the Creek War in Alabama 

Territory in 1813-1814." 

In the 1820's the subject of Indian removal to the west 

was a nationwide issue. In 1824 the Treaty of Moultrie 

Creek was signed by 32 chiefs of various tribes of Indians 

that had migrated to Florida and who were collectively 

called the Seminoles. The Treaty of Moultrie Creek pro- 

vided for the establishment of a Reservation of four mil- 

lion acres within central Florida. The reservation 

stretched south to Charlotte Harbor with no part of it 

within twenty miles of the gulf or ocean. Also in 1824, 



F o r t  B r o o k e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Tampa t o  m a i n t a i n  s u r -  

v e i l a n c e  o f  t h e  S e m i n o l e s .  S e m i n o l e s  w e r e  f o u n d  l i v i n g  

i n  t h e  P e a c e  R i v e r  a r e a  i n  1 8 3 2  by a n  e x p e d i t i o n  o f  

t h r e e  men,  W . R .  H a c k l e y ,  C o l .  Geo. W .  M u r r a y  a n d  P .  B .  

P r i o r .  J a m e s  W.  C o v i n g t o n ,  P h . d . ,  i n  h i s  b o o k  T h e  S t o r y  

o f  S o u t h w e s t  F l o r i d a ,  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  " v i s i t e d  

C h a r l o t t e  H a r b o r  a n d  t h e  v a r i o u s  n e a r b y  r i v e r s  a n d  i s l a n d s ,  

t h e y  t r a v e l e d  i n  a  s m a l l  s l o o p  named t h e  ' A s s o c i a t e '  

w h i c h  was  commanded b y  C a p t a i n  Bunce . "  J o h n  L e e  W i l l i a m s ,  

i n  h i s  b o o k  The  T e r r i t o r y  o f  F l o r i d a ,  r e p r i n t e d  e x c e r p t s  

f r o m  t h e  l o g  o f  t h e  j o u r n e y .  One s e c t i o n  d e s c r i b e s  t h e i r  

e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Macaco R i v e r .  C o n f u s i o n  s u r r o u n d s  

w h i c h  r i v e r  t h e  p a r t y  a c t u a l l y  e x p l o r e d .  E v i d e n c e  s u g g e s t s  

t h a t  i t  was  t h e  P e a c e  R i v e r .  

On t h e  1 4 t h  o f  S e p t e m b e r  o f  1 8 3 2  t h e  p a r t y  e n c o u n t e r e d  

a n  " ~ n d i a n  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h r e e  f a m i l i e s "  s e v e r a l  m i l e s  

u p  t h e  "Macaco ( P e a c e  R i v e r ) .  T h e  I n d i a n s  " s t a t e d  t h a t  

t h e  h e a d  s p r i n g s  o f  t h e  r i v e r  w e r e  d i s t a n t  t h r e e  d a y s  

j o u r n e y " .  T h e  I n d i a n s  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  " a r o u n d  t h e  h e a d  

s p r i n g s  w e r e  some h u n d r e d s  o f  I n d i a n s . "  W h e t h e r  o r  n o t  

t h e r e  w e r e  h u n d r e d s  o f  I n d i a n s  camped u p s t r e a m  i s  unknown 

a s  t h e  p a r t y  d e c i d e d  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h e i r  e x p l o r a t i o n  a n d  

w i t h i n  t h r e e  d a y s  t h e y  w e r e  b a c k  a t  t h e i r  s l o o p ,  t h e  

11 A s s o c i a t e " .  I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  h u n d r e d s  o f  

I n d i a n s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  a n d  many o f  them may h a v e  b e e n  

camped a l o n g  t h e  n e a r b y  Myakka R i v e r .  



John Lee Williams who was born in Salem, Massachusetts, 

in 1775 migrated to Florida in 1820 in search of a 

healthier climate.. In 1823 Williams had helped to locate 

the new seat of government in Tallahassee. 

Williams was inspired to write about the territory of 

Florida because of the lack of printed literature on the 

subject. In 1828 he visited the Charlotte Harbor area 

and recorded the topography as well as the animals and 

Indians that he encountered. Unfortunately Williams 

erred in his identification of the rivers leading into 

Charlotte Harbor. Basically, the river Williams des- 

cribes as The Peace River was in fact the Asternal, later 

the Myakka. The river he describes as the Macaco was, in 

fact, the Peace, or Talackchopko as it was called then. 

Williams recorded "When I visited Charlotte Bay in 1828, 

I found several native Indians, about the spanish fish- 

eries" Williams continues "the Indians cultivate excellent 

lands . . .  But in general, from the bay to the Peace River, 
(actually Myakka) the country is flat and rather poor, 

even as far south as Charlotte Bay." 

Williams was perhaps the first writer to describe the 

early spanish cattle in the area. He wrote that "the 

native cattle are a large breed with broad horns and 

close, sleek hair. They often become very fat on the 

wild grass of the country." Williams also described the 

many wild animals in Florida at the time. Deer were 



, I  numerous i n  a l m o s t  e v e r y  p a r t  of t h e  s t a t e " .  P a n t h e r s  

were  "numerous,  v e r y  shy  and r a r e l y  s e e n " .  B e a r s  were  

"most numerous a b o u t  t h e  c a n e  b r e a k s ,  u s u a l l y  v e r y  f a t "  

The s n a p p i n g  t u r t l e  "grows t o  a  huge s i z e " .  W i l l i a m s  

d e s c r i b e d  t h e  a l l i g a t o r  a s  " u n d o u b t e d l y  t h e  u g l i e s t  

c r e a t u r e  l i v i n g .  F l o a t i n g  on t h e  w a t e r  h e  r e s e m b l e s  a  

l og" .  For  f o o d ,  t h e  w i l d  t u r k e y  s t o o d  " a t  t h e  head  of 

t h e  f e s t i v e  boa rd" .  W i l l i a m s  a l s o  w r i t e s  t h a t  " t h e  

hound i s  e x t r e m e l y  u s e f u l  t o  t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r  on t h e  

f r o n t i e r ,  and p o i n t e r s  and w a t e r - d o g s  a r e  h i g h l y  v a l u e d  

on t h e  c o a s t ,  where  f o w l s  a r e  abundan t " .  

W i l l i a m s '  map of 1837 shows a  t r a i l  t h a t  l e d  n o r t h  

f rom t h e  mouth of t h e  Peace  R i v e r ,  a l o n g  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  

of what was t h e n  t h e  A s t e r n a l  R i v e r ,  t o  t h e  L i t t l e  Mana- 

t e e  R i v e r  and t h e n  t o  F o r t  Alabama, e a s t  of Tampa. Un- 

d o u b t e d l y ,  t h i s  was a  w e l l  used  Seminole  t r a i l .  The 

c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  A s t e r n a l  (Myakka) R i v e r  i l l u s t r a t e s  

t h e  p r e s e n c e  of t h e  S e m i n o l e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  

George E .  B u k e r ' s  book e n t i t l e d  Swamp S a i l o r s ,  R i v e r i n e  

W a r f a r e  i n  t h e  E v e r g l a d e s  1835-1842 d e s c r i b e s  S e m i n o l e  

War a c t i v i t i e s  i n  C h a r l o t t e  Harbor  and t h e  Myakka R i v e r .  

Buker w r i t e s  t h a t  i n  March of 1836 t h e  Revenue C u t t e r  

'Wash ing ton '  w i t h  C a p t a i n  E z e k i e l  J o n e s  i n  command de- 

p a r t e d  f o r  t h e  Manatee R i v e r .  Buker s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  

g o a l  of t h e  Navy "was t o  p e r f o r m  a  f l a n k e r y  and  h a r a s s i n g  

a c t i o n  upon t h e  I n d i a n s  who were  b e i n g  d r i v e n  s o u t h w a r d  

a l o n g  t h e  wes t  c o a s t  of F l o r i d a  by t h e  Army". B e f o r e  



r e a c h i n g  t h e  Manatee  R i v e r ,  C a p t a i n  J o n e s  r e c e i v e d  o r d e r s  

t o  p r o c e e d  i n s t e a d  t o  t h e  C h a r l o t t e  Harbor  a r e a .  Buker  

r e c o r d s  t h a t  " t h r e e -  d a y s  l a t e r  t h e  'Wash ing ton '  r e t u r n e d  

from i t ' s  i n s p e c t i o n  of  C h a r l o t t e  H a r b o r ,  and C a p t a i n  

J o n e s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  on March 2 8 t h  and 2 9 t h  L i e u t e n a n t  

Smi th  had s i g h t e d  an  i n d i a n  encampment a t  t h e  mouth of 

t h e  Myacca R i v e r .  Smi th  c o u l d  c o u n t  2 2  S e m i n o l e s  a t  t h i s  

camp and h e  c o u l d  s e e  many f i r e s  n e a r b y . "  These  w e r e  t h e  

o n l y  S e m i n o l e s  e n c o u n t e r e d  by t h e  "Washington" i n  t h e  

C h a r l o t t e  Harbor  a r e a .  

u ~ n  1837 Col .  Zacha ry  T a y l o r  was p u t  i n  c h a r g e  of m o n i t o r i n g  

t h e  S e m i n o l e s  be tween  t h e  C a l o o s a h a t c h e e  R i v e r  n o r t h  t o  

t h e  W i t h l a c o o c h e e  R i v e r .  A l though  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  l a y  

w i t h i n  t h a t  r e g i o n  t h e r e  i s  no r e c o r d  of T a y l o r  e v e r  

p a t r o l l i n g  n e a r  t h e  r i v e r .  

' Between 1837 and 1842 t h e  U.S. Army c o n t i n u e d  i n  i t ' s  

e f f o r t s  t o  c a p t u r e  and e x p e l 1  t h e  Semino le  I n d i a n s  f r o m  

t h e  S t a t e  of F l o r i d a .  The Armed O c c u p a t i o n  Act  of 1842 

gave  p o t e n t i a l  s e t t l e r s  160 a c r e s  of l a n d  u n d e r  t h e  con-  

d i t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  " b e a r  arms" and t h u s  h e l p  t o  r o u t  t h e  

I n d i a n s  f rom t h e i r  h o l d o u t s .  By J a n u a r y  of 1844 t h e  

war was n e a r l y  o v e r ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e  n e a r l y  4 , 0 0 0  S e m i n o l e s  

had b e e n  removed t o  r e s e r v a t i o n s  wes t  of t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  

R i v e r .  

- T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Semino le  I n d i a n  Wars t h e  Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  

Region  r ema ined  l a r g e l y  u n e x p l o r e d .  A s  a  r e s u l t  a  number 



of Seminoles remained in the region and lived peacefully 

along the river's shores and in the neighboring hammocks 

and forests for a number of years. 



SURVEYORS CHART THE WILDERNESS 

I n  M a r c h  o f  1 8 2 2  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n g r e s s  e s t a b l i s h e d  

F l o r i d a  a s  a  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  T e r r i t o r y .  T h e  t a s k  o f  s u r -  

v e y i n g  t h e  n e w l y  c r e a t e d  t e r r i t o r y  b e g a n  i n  1 8 2 4  when 

b a s e  a n d  m e r i d i a n  l i n e s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  T a l l a h a s s e e  

T h e s e  l i n e s  wou ld  s e r v e  a s  a  p o i n t  o f  b e g i n n i n g  f o r  a l l  

o f  t h e  s u r v e y  work  t h a t  w o u l d  f o l l o w .  

S u r v e y o r s  f i r s t  p e n e t r a t e d  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  

R e g i o n  i n  e a r l y  1 8 4 3 .  D e p u t y  S u r v e y o r  H e n r y  W a s h i n g t o n ,  

w i t h  a  s m a l l  c r e w ,  e x t e n d e d  a m e r i d i a n  l i n e  s o u t h  f r o m  

t h e  T a l l a h a s s e e  b a s e  l i n e ,  t h a t  s e p a r a t e d  r a n g e s  t w e n t y -  

two  a n d  t w e n t y - t h r e e .  T h i s  m e r i d i a n  l i n e ,  l y i n g  1 3 2  m i l e s  

e a s t  o f  T a l l a h a s s e e ,  w o u l d  s e r v e  a s  a  r e f e r e n c e  p o i n t - f o r  

a l l  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s u r v e y s  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  T h e  m e r i d i a n  

t o u c h e d  u p o n  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  n e a r  i t ' s  h e a d w a t e r s  w h i c h  

a r e  now l o c a t e d  i n  M a n a t e e  C o u n t y .  I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  

Myakka R i v e r  p r o v i d e d  W a s h i n g t o n ' s  c r e w  w i t h  f i s h  t o  e a t  

a s  w e l l  a s  f r e s h  w a t e r  t o  d r i n k .  



U s i n g  W a s h i n g t o n ' s  m e r i d i a n  l i n e  a s  a  r e f e r e n c e ,  Deputy 

S u r v e y o r  Sam R e i d ,  w i t h  a  s m a l l  c r ew,  i m m e d i a t e l y  began  

l a y i n g  o u t  t h e  t ownsh ip  and r a n g e  l i n e s  of what  i s  now 

S a r a s o t a ,  Manatee ,  DeSoto and C h a r l o t t e  c o u n t i e s .  A t  

t h a t  t i m e  t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a  was l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  H i l l s b o r o u g h  

Coun ty .  R e i d ' s  crew f i r s t  e n c o u n t e r e d  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  

n e a r  i t ' s  h e a d w a t e r s  i n  t h e  same a r e a  s u r v e y e d  by Wash- 

i n g t o n ' s  c rew.  

I n  F e b r u a r y  of 1843  R e i d ' s  c rew was s u r v e y i n g  t h e  a r e a  

of Lower Lake on t h e  Myakka R i v e r .  R e i d ' s  f i r s t  r a n g e  

l i n e  t o u c h i n g  on t h e  Myakka R i v e r  was t h e  w e s t  boundary  

of  t o w n s h i p  38 s o u t h ,  r a n g e  2 0  e a s t .  Re id  began  a t  t h e  

s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  of  t h e  t o w n s h i p ,  and w h i l e  p r o g r e s s i n g  

t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  e n c o u n t e r e d  l e v e l  wet p i n e  and p r a i r i e  l a n d ,  

hammocks and ponds.  Reid r e c o r d e d  t h a t  t h e  s o i l  i n  t h e  

p r a i r i e  l a n d  was no d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  t h e  s o i l  i n  t h e  p i n e  

l a n d .  He a l s o  r e c o r d e d  t h a t  t h e  hammocks c o n s i s t e d  of 

l i v e  o a k ,  cabbage  palm, map le ,  and bay  t r e e s .  Having 

c o m p l e t e d  t h e  wes t  boundary  Reid  and c rew had s p e n t  two 

d a y s  b l a z i n g  a  t r a i l  t h r o u g h  s i x  m i l e s  of w i l d e r n e s s ,  a s  

w e l l  a s  making and p l a c i n g  s i x  m i l e  marke r  p o s t s  a l o n g  

t h e  l i n e .  

Next R e i d ' s  crew su rveyed  t h e  n o r t h  bounda ry  of t h e  

same t o w n s h i p .  To do t h i s  h e  began  a t  W a s h i n g t o n ' s  

m e r i d i a n  e a s t  o f  r a n g e  twenty- two and worked wes t  a  

t o w n s h i p  a t  a  t i m e .  By t h e  1 4 t h  of F e b r u a r y ,  Reid  was 

b a c k  i n  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  Reg ion .  H e r e ,  n e a r  t h e  



a r e a  now known a s  t h e  Lower Lake,  Reid found  l e v e l  wet  

p r a i r i e  l a n d ,  s c a t t e r e d  p i n e s ,  l i v e  oak and c a b b a g e  palm 

hammocks a s  w e l l  a s  g r a s s l a n d  t h a t  Reid  d e s c r i b e d  a s  

f o l l o w s :  " f i n e  g r a z i n g ,  a s  t h e  g r a s s  i s  l u x u r i a n t " .  

E v i d e n t l y ,  Reid was among t h e  e a r l i e s t  w h i t e  men t o  r e -  

c o g n i z e  t h e  v a l u e  of  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  Region  a s  

an  e x c e l l e n t  c a t t l e  g r a z i n g  a r e a .  

P r o g r e s s i n g  n o r t h  a l o n g  t h e  r a n g e  l i n e  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  

Lower Lake,  R e i d ' s  c rew e n c o u n t e r e d  e x t e n s i v e  p r a i r i e  

l a n d s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  p a l m e t t o s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  b e i n g  " h i g h  and 

t h i c k "  and s c a t t e r e d  p i n e s .  R e i d ' s  c rew s p e n t  a  g r e a t  

p a r t  of F e b r u a r y  and March of 1 8 4 3  i n  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  

V a l l e y  Region.  

I n  t h e i r  work s u r v e y i n g  t h e  r e g i o n  R e i d ' s  crew became 

i n t i m a t e l y  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  Myakka R i v e r .  Whi l e  t h e y  

were  s u r v e y i n g  t h i s  a r e a  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  was b o t h  an  

o b s t a c l e  and an  a s s e t  t o  them. The r i v e r  was a n  o b s t a c l e  

b e c a u s e  i t  had t o  b e  c r o s s e d  e a c h  t i m e  i t  was e n c o u n t e r e d  

w h i l e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  l i n e s .  Yet t h e  r i v e r  was a n  a s s e t  t o  

t h e  c rew f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s .  Not o n l y  d i d  i t  p r o v i d e  a  

r a r e  p l a c e  t o  b a t h e ,  b u t  i t  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  what  was i n  many 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h e  o n l y  s o u r c e  of f r e s h  w a t e r  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

Game was p l e n t i f u l  i n  t h e  hammocks a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  r i v e r  

and t h e  r i v e r  i t s e l f  p r o v i d e d  an  abundance  of f i s h .  The 

r i v e r  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  a  r e s p i t e  f rom t h e  monotonous p i n e  

and p r a i r i e  l a n d s  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e d  a  l a r g e  p a r t  of t h e  

l a n d  b e i n g  s u r v e y e d .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e  s o l a c e  and b e a u t y  of  

( 6 - 3 )  



t h e  r i v e r  r a i s e d  t h e  s p i r i t s  of t h e  s u r v e y o r s  w h i l e  t h e y  

camped a l o n g  i t ' s  s h o r e .  

Between March and November of 1 8 4 3 ,  R e i d ' s  c r ew was en- 

gaged i n  s u r v e y i n g  l a n d  t h r o u g h o u t  H i l l s b o r o u g h  County.  

Dur ing  t h i s  t i m e  t h e y  d i d  n o t  e n t e r  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  

V a l l e y  Reg ion .  I t  w a s n ' t  u n t i l  December of 1 8 4 3  t h a t  t h e y  

o n c e  a g a i n  e n c o u n t e r e d  t h e  Myakka R i v e r .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  

t h e y  w e r e  s u r v e y i n g  townsh ip  4 0  s o u t h ,  r a n g e  2 1  e a s t .  

T h i s  t o w n s h i p  now l i e s  w i t h i n  C h a r l o t t e  County .  Where 

t h e  Myakka R i v e r  e n t e r s  t h i s  t ownsh ip ,  R e i d ' s  c rew en-  

c o u n t e r e d  a  g r o u p  of I n d i a n s  on t h e  e a s t  bank .  The 

I n d i a n s ,  who were  S e m i n o l e s ,  t o l d  Reid  t h a t  t h e  r i v e r  

was c a l l e d  t h e  "Miarca"  and t h a t  i t  had i t ' s  head  i n  a  

l a r g e  pond t o  t h e  n o r t h w e s t .  T h i s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  r e c o r d e d  

i n s t a n c e  where  t h e  name Myakka i s  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  r i v e r ,  

a l t h o u g h  t h e  s p e l l i n g  i s  somewhat d i f f e r e n t .  

Whi l e  s u r v e y i n g  townsh ip  4 0  s o u t h ,  r a n g e  2 0  e a s t  R e i d ' s  

c rew o n c e  a g a i n  came t o  t h e  bank of t h e  "Miarca"  R i v e r  

and n o t e d  t h a t  p i n e s  grew r i g h t  up t o  t h e  bank  and t h a t  

i n  t h e  r i v e r  was a  n a r r o w  s t r i p  of s a l t  marsh  a l o n g  e a c h  

s h o r e .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  where  t h e  r i v e r  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

one  h a l f  m i l e  w ide ,  Reid  r e c o r d s  t h a t  " t h e  r i v e r  i s  mo;e 

an  arm of t h e  bay  t h a n  a  r i v e r " .  While  s u r v e y i n g  s o u t h  

of t h e  r i v e r  Reid r e c o r d e d  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e  "whole  c o u n t r y  

i s  c o v e r e d  i n  w a t e r  owing t o  t h e  wet s e a s o n ,  we f i n d  i t  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  w a t e r  t o  d r i n k " .  



A f t e r  r e a c h i n g  t h e  s o u t h e r n m o s t  p o i n t  o f  t o w n s h i p  40  

s o u t h ,  r a n g e  20  e a s t ,  R e i d ' s  c r e w  b a c k  t r a c k e d  n o r t h  a l o n g  

t h e i r  l i n e  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  t o w n s h i p .  I t  

was  New Y e a r ' s  Day o f  1 8 4 4  when R e i d ' s  c r e w  b e g a n  p r o g r e s -  

s i n g  t o  t h e  w e s t  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h  b o u n d a r y  o f  t h e  t o w n s h i p .  

H e r e  R e i d ' s  c r e w  c r o s s e d  a  c r e e k  t h a t  i n  1 8 4 9  w o u l d  b e  

c a l l e d  t h e  M y a k k a h a t c h e e  and  l a t e r  w o u l d  b e  c a l l e d  B i g  

S l o u g h .  L e s s  t h a n  a  m i l e  f r o m  t h e i r  p o i n t  o f  b e g i n n i n g  

t h e  c r e w  e n c o u n t e r e d  t h e  s a l t  m a r s h  o f  t h e  " M i a r c a "  R i v e r .  

R e i d  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  r i v e r  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  a s  f o l l o w s  " t h e  

r i v e r . . . h a s  no  c u r r e n t  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  t i d e ,  w a t e r  o f  s a l t ,  

i t  i s  b u t  a n  a rm o f  C h a r l o t t e  H a r b o r " .  

By t h e  2nd of  J a n u a r y  o f  1 8 4 4  R e i d  a n d  h i s  c r e w  w e r e  

n e a r i n g  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e i r  s u r v e y  w o r k  i n  t h e  Myakka 

R i v e r  V a l l e y  R e g i o n .  C e r t a i n l y  t h e y  h a d  a d m i r e d  t h e  r i v e r  

f o r  i t ' s  b e a u t y  a s  w e l l  a s  i t ' s  r e s o u r c e s .  D u r i n g  t h e i r  

w o r k  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  R e i d  a n d  h i s  c r e w  h a d  c r o s s e d  t h e  r i v e r  

a s  many a s  a  d o z e n  t i m e s  a n d  camped  a l o n g  i t ' s  s h o r e s  

f r e q u e n t l y .  

An 1 8 4 5  map o f  F l o r i d a  c o m p i l e d  b y  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  T o p o g r a p h -  

i c a l  E n g i n e e r s ,  r e f l e c t s  t h e  g r e a t  a d v a n c e m e n t  i n  t h e  ex -  

p l o r a t i o n  o f  S o u t h  F l o r i d a  d u e  t o  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 4 0 ' s  town- 

s h i p  s u r v e y s .  T h i s  map i s  t h e  f i r s t  a c c u r a t e  r e p r e s e n -  

t a t i o n  o f  b o t h  t h e  i n l a n d  a r e a s  a n d  t h e  c o a s t a l  a r e a s  o f  

t h e  s t a t e  o f  F l o r i d a .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  o n  t h i s  map a p p e a r s  

t h e  name Myakka R i v e r  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  T h i s  w a s ,  o f  

c o u r s e ,  a  r e s u l t  o f  Sam R e i d ' s  1 8 4 3  t o w n s h i p  s u r v e y .  



I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  b e t w e e n  1 8 4 3  a n d  1 8 4 5  t h e  

s p e l l i n g  o f  t h e  r i v e r  c h a n g e d  f r o m  M i a r c a  t o  Myakka .  T h i s  

was  p e r h a p s  d u e  t o . c l a r i f i c a t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s u r v e y  

i n  1 8 4 3 .  Two o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  r e c o r d e d  o n  t h e  1 8 4 5  map a r e  

o f  i n t e r e s t .  The  h e a d w a t e r s  o f  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  a r e  c a l -  

l e d  " L o c h a - n o t i a "  t r a n s l a t e d  t o  mean " S l e e p i n g  T u r t l e " .  

A l s o  e a s t  o f  t h e  Myakka i s  l o c a t e d  a  p r o m i n e n t  I n d i a n  mound 

o r  " b o n e  h e a p " .  

T h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r  Sam R e i d  h a d  c o m p l e t e d  h i s  t o w n s h i p  

s u r v e y  i n  1 8 4 4 ,  D e p u t y  S u r v e y o r  A .  H .  J o n e s  w a s  e n g a g e d  

i n  1 8 4 7  t o  s u r v e y  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  s e c t i o n  c o r n e r s  w i t h -  

i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o w n s h i p s .  I n  A p r i l  o f  

1 8 4 7  A.  H .  J o n e s  a n d  t h r e e  a s s i s t a n t s  w e n t  t o  w o r k  w i t h  

a x e ,  G u n t e r ' s  c h a i n ,  S u r v e y i n g  c o m p a s s  t o  a c c u r a t e l y  p l o t  

t h e  c o r n e r s  a n d  l i n e s  o f  t h e  S e c t i o n s  w i t h i n  t o w n s h i p  36  

s o u t h ,  r a n g e  18  e a s t .  Today  t h i s  t o w n s h i p  i n c l u d e s  t h e  

e n t i r e  downtown S a r a s o t a  a r e a .  Thomas Zimmer w a s  t h e  a x e  

man who w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  c l e a r i n g  s i g h t s  t h r o u g h  t h e  

w i l d e r n e s s .  The  c h a i n m e n ,  F r e d e r i c k  L o r i n g  a n d  F r a n k  

R e y s ,  w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a c c u r a t e l y  m e a s u r i n g  t h e  m i l e s  

o f  l i n e s  t h a t  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d .  T h e  c r e w  w a s  p a i d  $ 6 0 . 0 0  

p e r  t o w n s h i p  f o r  r u n n i n g  o v e r  6 0  m i l e s  o f  l i n e s  t h r o u g h  

t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  a s  w e l l  a s  m a k i n g  a n d  p l a c i n g  o v e r  2 5  c o r -  

n e r  p o s t s .  

W h i l e  s u r v e y i n g  t h e  s m a l l  p o r t i o n  o f  t o w n s h i p  3 6  s o u t h ,  

r a n g e  1 7  e a s t  a l o n g  t h e  b a y f r o n t ,  J o n e s '  c r e w  e n c o u n t e r e d  

t h e  home o f  W i l l i a m  H .  W h i t a k e r  a n d  l a b e l e d  i t  " S n e l l ' s  



House"  a f t e r  H a m l i n  S n e l l  who w a s  a s s i s t i n g  W h i t a k e r  i n  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  h o m e s i t e .  

P r i o r  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s u r v e y ,  

W h i t a k e r  h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 4 2  a  home o n  t h e  s h o r e  

o f  S a r a s o t a  Bay i n  a n  a r e a  known a s  Y e l l o w  B l u f f s .  

W h i t a k e r  s o o n  became e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  p r o f i t a b l e  b u s i n e s s  

o f  s e l l i n g  s a l t e d  m u l l e t  t o  c u b a n  t r a d e r s .  W h i t a k e r  was  

p e r h a p s  among t h e  f i r s t  w h i t e  s e t t l e r s  t o  v i s i t  t h e  Myakka 

R i v e r ,  a n d  e x p l o r e  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  R e g i o n .  W h i t -  

a k e r  h a d  p r o b a b l y  b e e n  t o l d  a b o u t  t h e  r i v e r  b y  some o f  

t h e  o t h e r  s e t t l e r s  who w e r e  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  o f  t h e  

M a n a t e e  R i v e r .  W h i t a k e r  h a d  o b v i o u s l y  r e a l i z e d  t h e  po- 

t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  R e g i o n  f o r  r a i s i n g  

c a t t l e ,  as  h e  i m p o r t e d  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  c a t t l e  h e r d s  i n t o  

t h e  r e g i o n  i n  1 8 4 7 .  From a  s m a l l  b e g i n n i n g  t h e  h e r d  g r e w  

t o  l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n s  a n d  was  known t h r o u g h o u t  s o u t h  F l o r i d a  

b y  i t ' s  b r a n d ,  "47" . I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  

R e g i o n  p o s s i b l y  s u p p o r t e d  s e v e r a l  h e r d s  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  owned 

b y  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  M a n a t e e  R i v e r  a r e a ,  a s  w e l l  a s  w i l d  

r a n g e  c a t t l e .  

By May o f  1847  J o n e s '  c r e w  h a d  p r o g r e s s e d  t o  t h e   east^ 

e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  s e c t i o n  c o r n e r s  w i t h i n  t o w n s h i p  3 6  s o u t h ,  

r a n g e  1 9  e a s t  a n d  t o w n s h i p  36  s o u t h ,  r a n g e  20 e a s t .  The  

s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h i s  t o w n s h i p  was  b r i e f l y  t o u c h e d  b y  

t h e  Myakka R i v e r .  I t  i s  w i t h i n  t h i s  t o w n s h i p  t h a t  t h e  



c o m m u n i t y  o f  Miakka  w o u l d  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  d e c a d e  l a t e r  

i n  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s .  

T h e  n e x t  t o w n s h i p  t o  b e  s u r v e y e d  was  t o w n s h i p  3 7  s o u t h ,  

r a n g e  2 0  e a s t ,  d i r e c t l y  s o u t h  o f  t h e  l a s t  o n e  s u r v e y e d .  

T h i s  t o w n s h i p  t o d a y  f o r m s  t h e  n u c l e u s  o f  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  

S t a t e  P a r k ,  and  i n c l u d e s  b o t h  U p p e r  a n d  Lower  L a k e s .  

H e r e  J o n e s  a n d  c r e w  e n c o u n t e r e d  t h e  m o s t  d i v e r s e  l a n d  s o  

f a r  d u r i n g  t h e i r  s u r v e y i n g  w o r k  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  N o r t h  o f  

w h a t  i s  now Upper  L a k e  t h e y  e n c o u n t e r e d  many s m a l l  c r e e k s  

o r  t r i b u t a r i e s  o f  t h e  Myakka R i v e r .  W h i l e  s u r v e y i n g  s e c -  

t i o n s  11, 1 0  a n d  9 t h e  c r e w  w e n t  f r o m  o p e n  s a w  p a l m e t t o  

l a n d  t o  l o w  w e t  m a r s h  l a n d  a n d  t h e n  came a c r o s s  t h e  l a k e .  

Here i n  t h e  l a k e  t h e y  p l a c e d  t h e i r  % m i l e  p o s t s  a n d  s e c -  

t i o n  c o r n e r  p o s t s  i n  two f e e t  o f  w a t e r .  To t h e  s o u t h  of  

s e c t i o n  11 was  o p e n  l a n d  c o v e r e d  w i t h  saw p a l m e t t o s .  

W i t h i n  s e c t i o n  10  l i e s  t h e  m a i n  b o d y  o f  t h e  l a k e  a n d  i n  

t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  s e c t i o n  t h e  c r e w  f o u n d  a  s u b -  

s t a n t i a l  hammock, a n d  f u r t h e r  w e s t ,  a  w e t  m a r s h .  On t h e  

s o u t h e r n  b o u n d a r y  o f  s e c t i o n  1 0  was  p l a c e d  a n o t h e r  m i l e  

p o s t ,  i n  two  f e e t  o f  w a t e r .  The  m a j o r i t y  o f  s e c t i o n  9 was 

t h i r d  r a t e  p i n e  l a n d  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  k w h i c h  was  

m a r s h .  P o n d s  w e r e  e n c o u n t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  f r i n g i n g  

p i n e  l a n d s .  

T h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  b e t w e e n  U p p e r  a n d  Lower L a k e s  

w a s  l i n e d  w i t h  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  % m i l e  o f  m a r s h .  The  m a r s h  

g a v e  way t o  o p e n  p a l m e t t o  l a n d  a n d  u l t i m a t e l y  p i n e  l a n d .  



On t h e  w e s t e r n  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  be tween  Upper and Lower 

Lakes  was l o c a t e d  a n  a r e a  of r a i s e d  p i n e  l a n d s  m e a s u r i n g  

a b o u t  k t o  4 m i l e  wide .  On t h e  wes t  s i d e  of t h i s  p i n e  

" i s l a n d "  was % m i l e  of marsh  and c a n e  g r a s s .  T h i s  marsh  

s u r r o u n d e d  t h e  p i n e  " i s l a n d "  on t h e  n o r t h ,  w e s t  and t o  

t h e  s o u t h .  Connec t ing  t h e  Upper Lake and t h e  p i n e  " i s l a n d "  

was an  e x t e n s i v e  hammock. The e n t i r e  marshy a r e a  on b o t h  

t h e  e a s t  and wes t  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r  f u n n e l e d  down t o  t h e  

l o w e r  l a k e .  

Whi le  s u r v e y i n g  t h e  w e s t e r n  bounda ry  of s e c t i o n  22,  J o n e s '  

c rew came a c r o s s  25 a l l i g a t o r s  " i n  one  gang".  The a l l i -  

g a t o r s ,  i t  a p p e a r s  d i d  n o t  d e t e r  t h e  s u r v e y o r s  f rom t h e i r  

work.  Between Upper and  Lower Lakes  t h e  s u r v e y o r s  c r o s s e d  

t h e  r i v e r  8  t i m e s .  A t  one  p o i n t  where  t h e  r i v e r  t o o k  a  

r a t h e r  winding  p a t h  t h e  r i v e r  had t o  b e  c r o s s e d  f o u r  

t i m e s  i n  l e s s  t h a n  4 m i l e  i n  r u n n i n g  t h e  s e c t i o n  l i n e .  

The s u r v e y  of t ownsh ip  3 7  s o u t h ,  r a n g e  20 e a s t .  was com- 

p l e t e d  by J o n e s '  c rew on J u n e  8 t h ,  1 8 4 7 .  J o n e s  r e c o r d e d  

t h e  r i v e r  on t h e  p l a t  of t o w n s h i p  3 7  s o u t h , . r a n g e  20 e a s t  a s  

t h e  "Miacca".  T h i s  naming was a p p a r e n t l y  o u t  o f  n e g l e c t  t o  

c h e c k  t h e  s p e l l i n g  on t h e  p r e v i o u s  s u r v e y .  While  s u r v e y i n g  

t h e  townsh ip  t h e y  had e n c o u n t e r e d  d i v e r s e  e n v i r o n m e n t s ,  a s  

w e l l  a s  a r e a s  of  g r e a t  n a t u r a l  b e a u t y .  

They p roceeded  t o  t h e  s o u t h  and began  work s u r v e y i n g  town- 

s h i p  3 8  s o u t h ,  r a n g e  20 e a s t .  The Myakka R i v e r  was encoun-  

t e r e d  b r i e f l y  w h i l e  t h e y  w e r e  s u r v e y i n g  t h e  e x t r e m e  



n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  t o w n s h i p .  H e r e  t h e  r i v e r  b i -  

s e c t e d  s e c t i o n s  6 a n d  7 .  On t h e  w e s t e r n  s i d e  w e r e  f o u n d  

hammocks o f  o a k  a n d  p a l m .  On t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  was  f o u n d  

a  m a r s h y  a r e a  t h a t  e x t e n d e d  f r o m  % t o  o n e  m i l e  t o  t h e  

e a s t .  The  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  l a n d  s u r v e y e d  w i t h i n  t h i s  

t o w n s h i p  c o n s i s t e d  o f  o p e n  p i n e  l a n d  a n d  p r a i r i e .  

The  n e x t  t o w n s h i p  s u r v e y e d  by J o n e s  was t o w n s h i p  39  s o u t h ,  

r a n g e  20 e a s t .  T h e  Myakka c u t  d i a g o n a l l y  t h r o u g h  t h i s  

s e c t i o n  i n  a  s o u t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n .  Upon e n t e r i n g  t h e  

t o w n s h i p  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  t h e  r i v e r  was  l i n e d  o n  

t h e  e a s t e r n  b a n k  by hammock f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h r e e  m i l e s .  

A l o n g  t h e  way s m a l l  t r i b u t a r i e s  b r a n c h e d  o f f  o f  t h e  r i v e r  

w i t h  hammocks a r o u n d  t h e m .  F o r  o n e  m i l e  b e l o w  t h e  ham- 

mocks  t h e r e  was  o p e n  p i n e  l a n d  a l o n g  t h e  s h o r e .  F o r  t h e  

l a s t  f o u r  m i l e s  t h e  r i v e r s  c o u r s e  t h r o u g h  t h i s  t o w n s h i p ,  

t h e  e a s t e r n  a n d  w e s t e r n  s h o r e  was  l i n e d  w i t h  m a r s h ,  w i d e n -  

i n g  f r o m  118 o f  a  m i l e  t o  a s  much a s  % o f  a  m i l e  o n  e a c h  

s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r .  Two m i l e s  b e f o r e  t h e  r i v e r  e x i t e d  

t h e  t o w n s h i p  a  m a j o r  t r i b u t a r y  b r a n c h e d  o f f  t o  t h e  n o r t h -  

e a s t .  T h i s  i s  t o d a y  known a s  D e e r  P r a i r i e  C r e e k .  A t  

t h i s  p o i n t  J o n e s  r e c o r d e d  i n  h i s  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  w a t e r  i n  

t h e  r i v e r  was  s a l t y .  Be low t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  m a r s h  w i d e n e d  

t o  a  w i d t h  o f  n e a r l y  a  m i l e ,  w i t h  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  f l o w -  

i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  c e n t e r .  

J o n e s  a n d  c r e w  c o m p l e t e d  s u r v e y i n g  t h i s  t o w n s h i p  o n  J u n e  

2 9 t h ,  1 8 4 7 .  From h e r e  t h e y  p r o c e e d e d  t o  t h e  w e s t ,  i n  

o r d e r  t o  s u r v e y  t o w n s h i p  3 8  s o u t h ,  r a n g e  1 9  e a s t  a s  w e l l  



a s  t o w n s h i p  3 9  s o u t h ,  r a n g e  19 e a s t .  He re ,  w h i l e  s u r v e y -  

i n g  s e c t i o n s  12 ,  13,  24,  25 and 3 6  J o n e s '  c rew o n c e  a g a i n  

e n c o u n t e r e d  t h e  Myakka R i v e r .  Here  t h e  r i v e r  was u n i f o r m l y  

l i n e d  w i t h  s c r u b  oak hammock f o r  a n  a v e r a g e  d i s t a n c e  of 

m i l e  on e a c h  s i d e .  Beyond t h e  s c r u b  hammock t h e  c o u n t r y  

was d e s c r i b e d  a s  b e i n g  t h i r d  r a t e  p i n e  l a n d .  A g r e a t  d e a l  

of t h e  p i n e  l a n d  was d e s c r i b e d  a s  b e i n g  w e t .  W i t h i n  s e c t i o n  

1 4  t h e  c rew e n c o u n t e r e d  Cowpen S lough  a s  it e n t e r e d  t h e  

Myakka R i v e r .  T h i s  s l o u g h  was d e s c r i b e d  a s  "saw g r a s s  

pond and savanna" .  

T h i s  was t h e  l a s t  t ownsh ip  su rveyed  by J o n e s '  c r ew i n  t h e  

v i c i n i t y  of t h e  Myakka R i v e r .  From h e r e  t h e y  p r o c e e d e d  

w e s t  and  t h r o u g h  J u l y  and August  o f  1847 s u r v e y e d  t h e  

c o a s t a l  a r e a s  of S a r a s o t a  County.  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  s m a l l  

number of s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a  i t  i s  s a f e  t o  s a y  t h a t  a t  

t h i s  p o i n t  J o n e s  and crew were  a s  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  

Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  Region  a s  any o t h e r  w h i t e  men. 

The n e x t  s u r v e y  crew t o  e n c o u n t e r  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  was 

u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of Deputy S u r v e y o r  J o h n  M .  I r w i n .  

I r w i n  came p r e p a r e d  w i t h  a  f o u r  man crew.  H i s  a s s i s t a n t s  

were  W i l l i a m  E .  G o f f ,  Mark B .  G o f f ,  Henry H i l l i a r d  and 

S t e p h e n  Howard. I r w i n ' s  crew began  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t - c o r n e r  

of t o w n s h i p  40 s o u t h ,  r a n g e  2 0  e a s t  i n  A p r i l  o f  1849 ,  

n e a r l y  two y e a r s  a f t e r  J o n e s '  c rew had s u r v e y e d  t h e  a r e a  

t o  t h e  n o r t h .  



When I r w i n  e n c o u n t e r e d  t h e  r i v e r  t h e  w a t e r  l e v e l  was 

h i g h e r  t h a n  i t  was d u r i n g  t h e  J o n e s '  s u r v e y .  The a r e a  

d e s c r i b e d  a s  marsh i n  1847 ,  was s i m p l y  " t h e  Myakka R i v e r "  

i n  1849 ,  t h e  marsh b e i n g  t o t a l l y  submerged .  I r w i n  r e -  

c o r d e d  sand  b a r s  o r  i s l a n d s  i n  t h i s  w i d e  p o r t i o n  of t h e  

Myakka R i v e r .  The r i v e r  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  was i m p a s s a b l e ,  

and t h i s  i n t e r f e r r e d  w i t h  t h e  s u r v e y o r ' s  g o a l  o f  l a y i n g  

o u t  3 6 ,  1 s q u a r e  m i l e  s e c t i o n s  w i t h i n  e a c h  townsh ip .  S i n c e  

I r w i n  c o u l d  n o t  e s t a b l i s h  s e c t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  r i v e r ,  h e  

was r e q u i r e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  m e a n d e r l i n e  a l o n g  t h e  s h o r e -  

l i n e  of  t h e  r i v e r .  L a t e r ,  t h e  l a n d  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  mean- 

d e r l i n e  would b e  s u b d i v i d e d  i n t o  government  l o t s .  These  

l o t s  measured  4 of a  s q u a r e  m i l e  o r  118 of a  s q u a r e  m i l e ,  

w i t h  some p a r c e l s  of s m a l l e r  s i z e .  I r w i n ' s  e v i d e n t  f r u s -  

t r a t i o n  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  a  b r i e f  r e m a r k  r e c o r d e d  i n  h i s  

n o t e s  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  l a n d  a s  " w o r t h l e s s  s a l t m a r s h " .  

I r w i n ' s  summary of t h e  e n t i r e  t o w n s h i p  i s  a s  f o l l o w s ,  "It  

i s  o n l y  t h i r d  r a t e  q u a l i t y  and good o n l y  f o r  i t ' s  f i n e  

t i m b e r  and b e i n g  a  good r a n g e  f o r  c a t t l e  and h o g s . "  I r w i n ' s  

c r ew c o n t i n u e d  working  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h r o u g h  J u n e  and pos-  

s i b l y  i n t o  J u l y .  

With t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  of  t h i s  s u r v e y  v i r t u a l l y  t h e  e n t i r e  

Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  Region  had b e e n  s u b d i v i d e d  i n t o  town- 

s h i p s  t h a t  measured s i x  m i l e s  s q u a r e ,  and w i t h i n  t h e s e ,  

t h i r t y - s i x  s e c t i o n s  m e a s u r i n g  one  m i l e  s q u a r e .  These  l i n e s  

would s e r v e  a s  r e f e r e n c e  p o i n t s  f o r  a l l  s u r v e y  work t o  b e  

pe r fo rmed  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  Four  c r e w s ,  l e d  by Wash ing ton ,  

(6-12)  



R e i d ,  J o n e s  and I r w i n  had f o u g h t  a l l  odds  and s u c c e s s f u l l y  

p l a t t e d  a  major  p o r t i o n  o f  s o u t h w e s t  F l o r i d a .  Never  

a g a i n  would t h e  Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  R e g i o n  b e  l a b e l e d  

" U n e x p l o r e d  Land". 



M I  AKKA 

L 
I t  was  o b v i o u s  t o  t h o s e  who knew a  good  c a t t l e  r a n g e  

t h a t  t h e  l a n d  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  was  some o f  

t h e  f i n e s t  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  r i v e r  

may h a v e  h a d  t h e  same r i s i n g  a n d  f a l l i n g  r e p l e n i s h i n g  

e f f e c t  a s  t h e  N i l e  R i v e r  i n  E g y p t .  An e a r l y  d e s c r i p t i o n  

o f  t h i s  phenomenon a p p e a r s  i n  a  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  1875 .  

"Back  f r o m  t h e  (Myakka) l a k e s  s t r e t c h e s  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t  

o f  l o w  c o u n t r y ,  w h i c h ,  b e i n g  e n t i r e l y  s u b m e r g e d  d u r i n g  

t h e  r a i n y  s e a s o n ,  g r a d u a l l y  a p p e a r s  a s  t h e  w a t e r s  s h r i n k ,  

a n d  i s  q u i c k l y  c o v e r e d  w i t h  g r a s s  a s  t h e  mud d r i e s .  T h i s  

g r a s s  e x t e n d s  f r o m  t h e  w a t e r ' s  e d g e  t o  t h e  h i g h e r  p r a i r i e  

a n d  p i n e - l a n d ,  and  a f f o r d s  e x c e l l e n t  p a s t u r e  t o  n u m e r o u s  

h e r d s  o f  c a t t l e  ... t h e  c a t t l e  b e c o m e  p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  f a t  

a s  t h e y  f e e d  o n  t h e  r i c h  g r a s s e s  o f  t h e  l o w l a n d s . "  



The Semino le  I n d i a n s  were  t h e  f i r s t  s tockmen i n  t h e  

Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  Region .  They t ended  t h e  w i l d  r a n g e  

c a t t l e  t h a t  were  descended  from c a t t l e  b r o u g h t  t o  F l o r i d a  

by t h e  e a r l y  European  e x p l o r e r s  s u c h  a s  Hernando DeSoto 

and J u a n  Ponce De Leon. Dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 0 0 ' s  t h e  

S e m i n o l e s  b u i l t  up s i z e a b l e  h e r d s .  I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  

Myakka R i v e r  was known by t h e  S e m i n o l e s  t o  b e  a n  e x c e l l e n t  

g r a z i n g  r e g i o n .  

Dur ing  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s  w h i t e  s e t t l e r s  a l o n g  t h e  Manatee  R i v e r  

would a l l o w  t h e i r  c a t t l e  t o  wander i n  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  

V a l l e y  Reg ion .  

W i l l i a m  Whi t ake r  i s  c r e d i t e d  a s  b e i n g  t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r  

t o  e s t a b l i s h  c a t t l e  i n  t h e  Myakka Reg ion ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  

c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e r e  were  o t h e r s  b e f o r e  him. W h i t a k e r  

b r o u g h t  10 cows f rom Dade County and r a n  them on t h e  

r a n g e l a n d  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  r i v e r .  The y e a r  W h i t a k e r  

b r o u g h t  h i s  c a t t l e  t o  t h e  r e g i o n  h a s  been  p r e s e r v e d  i n  

h i s  c a t t l e  b r a n d ,  "47".  A f t e r  b u i l d i n g  up a  s i z e a b l e  

h e r d ,  Whi t ake r  began  s e l l i n g  some of  h i s  c a t t l e  t o  Tampa 

m a r k e t s .  Whi t ake r  would b r i n g  i n  h i s  c a t t l e  f rom t h e  

Myakka R i v e r  and l o a d  them o n t o  b o a t s  t h a t  s t o p p e d  a t  a  

dock  on t h e  b a y f r o n t  n e a r  W h i t a k e r ' s  home on Yel low ~ i u f f s .  

Ano the r  s tockman aware  of t h e  c a t t l e  r a i s i n g  p o t e n t i a l  

of t h e  Myakka R i v e r  was W .  H .  V a n d e r i p e .  V a n d e r i p e ,  a  

n a t i v e  of Ken tucky ,  s e t t l e d  on t h e  Manatee  R i v e r  i n  t h e  

e a r l y  1 8 5 0 ' s .  Sometime b e f o r e  o r  d u r i n g ~ t h e  C i v i l  War 



V a n d e r i p e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  h e r d  of c a t t l e  i n  t h e  Myakka 

Reg ion .  V a n d e r i p e  owned ove r  a  t h o u s a n d  a c r e s  a d j a c e n t  

t o  t h e  r i v e r  be tween  Upper and Lower Lake.  I n  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s  

and p e r h a p s  e a r l i e r  t h e  Lower Lake was a l s o  r e f e r r e d  t o  

a s  V a n d e r i p e  Lake,  u n d o u b t e d l y  b e c a u s e  V e n d e r i p e ' s  c a t t l e  

r a n g e d  t h e r e ,  a s  he  d i d  n o t  own t h e  l a k e  i t s e l f .  V a n d e r i p e ' s  

o b i t u a r y ,  a p p e a r i n g  i n  August of 1901 ,  p r o c l a i m e d  "He was 

one  of t h e  o l d  l andmarks  h a v i n g  come t o  t h e  Manatee  R i v e r  

i n  t h e  e a r l y  f i f t i e s . . . a n d  a t  t h e  t i m e  of  h i s  d e a t h  was 

p e r h a p s  t h e  l a r g e s t  c a t t l e  owner i n  t h e  c o u n t y . "  A h i s t o r y  

of Manatee  County w r i t t e n  i n  1914 r e v e a l s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g ,  

"It i s  s a i d  t h a t  e v e r y  y e a r  a  c h i l d  was b o r n  h e  gave  i t  

e v e r y  c a l f  t h a t  was bo rn  t h a t  y e a r ,  and a l l  t h e  i n c r e a s e ,  

s o  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d  had a  good s t a r t  i n  l i f e  upon a r r i v i n g  

a t  age . "  

Y A n o t h e r  s tockman t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  v a l u e  of  t h e  Myakka 

Reg ion  a s  a  c a t t l e  r a n g e  was Rev. J e s s e  K n i g h t .  K n i g h t ,  

a  n a t i v e  of G e o r g i a  and an  u n o r d a i n e d  m e t h o d i s t  p r e a c h e r ,  

m i g r a t e d  t o  F l o r i d a  i n  1852 i n  s e a r c h  of a v a i l a b l e  l a n d  

f o r  c a t t l e  r a n g i n g .  He b r o u g h t  h i s  f a m i l y  and c a t t l e  t o  

H i l l s b o r o u g h  County where h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  home. The 

. 
a r e a  where  Knight  s e t t l e d  was l a t e r  known a s  K n i g h t ' s  

S t a t i o n ,  and i s  now known a s  P l a n t  C i t y .  

D u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War Knight  moved h i s  h e r d  f rom H i l l s -  

bo rough  County t o  newly c r e a t e d  Manatee  Coun ty ,  i n  o r d e r  

t o  p r o t e c t  h i s  c a t t l e  f rom mauraud ing  Union S o l d i e r s .  



He employed h i s  b r o t h e r  i n - l a w  S h a d r a c k  "Shade" Hancock 

t o  manage h i s  c a t t l e  a t  Miakka,  a  s m a l l  s e t t l e m e n t  a l o n g  

t h e  Myakka R i v e r .  - H i s  h e r d  numbered a round  t h r e e  hund- 

r e d  h e a d .  

Shade  Hancock,  a  n a t i v e  of G e o r g i a ,  was a  s k i l l e d  s t o c k -  

man and h e  managed K n i g h t ' s  c a t t l e  w e l l .  Along t h e  

Myakka R i v e r  K n i g h t ' s  c a t t l e  h e r d  m u l t i p l i e d  s t e a d i l y .  

A n o t h e r  ma jo r  c a t t l e  owner d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War was a  

man named Wi l l i am Addison .  Addison  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  W i l l i a m  

C u r r y ,  was c a p t u r e d  by Union S o l d i e r s  i n  t h e  C h a r l o t t e  

Harbor  a r e a  on August 8 t h ,  1863. Both Addison and Cur ry  

w e r e  c h a r g e d  w i t h  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  e s c a p e  C o n f e d e r a t e  con-  

s c r i p t  o f f i c e r s .  A r e p o r t  t h a t  was made r e g a r d i n g  t h e  

i n c i d e n t  s t a t e d  t h a t  "Addison l i v e s  n e a r  t h e  Myacca R i v e r ,  

owns a  l a r g e  s t o c k  f a rm and a b o u t  a  t h o u s a n d  head of 

c a t t l e ,  and i s  exempt f rom t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  c o n s c r i p t  l aw."  

Both  Addison  and Cur ry  were  a c c u s e d  of b e i n g  " r e b e l s  and 

t r a i t o r s  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Government ."  Not much e l s e  

i s  known a b o u t  Wi l l i am Add i son ,  y e t  owning a  t h o u s a n d  

head  of c a t t l e  would c e r t a i n l y  q u a l i f y  him a s  one  of t h e  

m a j o r  s tockmen i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

The Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  Region  p l a y e d  an  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  

i n  t h e  C i v i l  War a s  a  s o u r c e  of  b e e f  f o r  b o t h  C o n f e d e r a t e  

and Union t r o o p s .  I t  a p p e a r s  f rom t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a c c o u n t  

t h a t  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  t r o o p s  were  b e i n g  s t e a d i l y  s u p p l i e d  

w i t h  c a t t l e  f rom t h e  Myakka and P e a c e  R i v e r  a r e a .  



On December 23 rd .  1863 F e d e r a l  G e n e r a l  Woodbury r e p o r t e d  

t h a t  "2 ,000  head of c a t t l e  ... a r e  b e i n g  d r i v e n  o u t  of F l o -  

r i d a  e v e r y  week f o r  u s e  of t h e  r e b e l  a r m i e s .  P r o b a b l y  

h a l f  of t h e s e  a r e  d r i v e n  from m i d d l e  and l o w e r  F l o r i d a " .  

G e n e r a l  Woodbury's r e p o r t  c o n t i n u e s  "A m i l i t a r y  d e t a c h -  

ment ... h a s  been  s e n t  t o  C h a r l o t t e  Harbor  t o  commence a  

n u c l e u s  of o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h a t  ne ighborhood" .  The d e t a c h -  

men t s  o b j e c t i v e  was t o  somehow c u t  o f f  t h i s  v i t a l l y  needed  

food  s u p p l y  t o  t h e  Confede racy .  The d e t a c h m e n t  l a n d e d  on 

C h r i s t m a s  Day 1863 " s i x  m i l e s  f rom t h e  Myakka R i v e r " .  

Two d a y s  l a t e r  C o n f e d e r a t e  t r o o p s  f i r e d  a  s h o t  i n t o  t h e  

camp of t h e  " F e d e r a l s " .  T h r e e  d a y s  l a t e r  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  

t r o o p s  s t r u c k  a g a i n  t h i s  t i m e  "advanc ing  t h r o u g h  t h e  t a l l  

g r a s s  t o w a r d s  them. The C o n f e d e r a t e s  opened f i r e ,  con-  

c e n t r a t i n g  t h e i r  guns  t o  t h e  r i g h t  a s  t h e y  a t t e m p t e d  t o  

c u t  t h e  F e d e r a l s  o f f  f rom t h e i r  b o a t s .  The " R o s a l i e " ,  

r e c e n t l y  a r r i v e d  i n  C h a r l o t t e  H a r b o r ,  t u r n e d  h e r  guns  on 

t h e  S o u t h e r n e r s ,  e n a b e l i n g  t h e  Union s o l d i e r s  t o  e s c a p e . "  

F e d e r a l  Admira l  B a i l e y ,  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  r e s t o r e  m o r a l e  

among t h e  Union t r o o p s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  " l i t t l e  a f f a i r  on 

t h e  Myacca R i v e r . . . w a s  u n i m p o r t a n t  e i t h e r  i n  numbers  o r  

i n  r e s u l t s . "  

No amount of a c t i o n  by t h e  Union f o r c e s  c o u l d  p r e v e n t  

t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of c a t t l e  g r a z i n g  i n  

t h e  Myakka Reg ion .  Dur ing  t h e  C i v i l  War t h e  Myakka Reg ion  

would p r o v e  t o  b e  a n  i d e a l  c a t t l e  r a i s i n g  d i s t r i c t .  S h o r t -  

l y  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War s e v e r a l  more s tockmen would e s t a b -  

l i s h  t h e i r  h e r d s  a l o n g  t h e  Myakka R i v e r .  Those  s tockmen  

(7-5) 



t h a t  w e r e  p i o n e e r s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  w o u l d  e x p a n d  t h e i r  h e r d s  

c o n s i d e r a b l y .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  v i r t u a l l y  e v e r y  s t o c k m a n  i n  

M a n a t e e  C o u n t y  h a d  a  f ew c a t t l e  g r a z i n g  a l o n g  t h e  Myakka .  

I n  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s  G a r r e t t  "Dink"  Murphy w a s  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  

Myakka R e g i o n .  Murphy a l s o  was  a t t r a c t e d  by t h e  f i n e  

g r a z i n g  l a n d s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  r i v e r .  An e a r l y  1 9 0 0 ' s  

n e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e  s t a t e s  t h a t  " h e  r e a l i z e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  

o f  p a s t u r e s  o n  h i s  c a t t l e  a n d  w h i l e  l a n d s  w e r e  c h e a p ,  

p u r c h a s e d  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  a c r e s  o f  t h e  c h o i c e s t  g r a z i n g  

l a n d s  i n  t h e  Miakka  V a l l e y .  T h e s e  w e r e  f e n c e d  a n d  f o r  

y e a r s  h e  h a s  r e a p e d  t h e  r e w a r d  o f  h i s  w i s d o m . "  Murphy 

p u r c h a s e d  l a n d  s o u t h  and  e a s t  o f  U p p e r  L a k e  a n d  h a d  a  

t r a c t  o f  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  a c r e s .  

One o f  t h e  s t o c k m e n  who s o u g h t  e v e n  g r e a t e r  p r o s p e c t s  

f o r  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  was J e s s e  K n i g h t .  K n i g h t ,  who h a d  

moved h i s  c a t t l e  t o  t h e  Myakka R e g i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  

War,  d e c i d e d  t o  move h i m s e l f  a n d  h i s  f a m i l y ,  s o u t h  i n t o  

M a n a t e e  C o u n t y  i n  1868.  K n i g h t  a n d  h i s  cow h a n d l e r  S h a d e  

H a n c o c k  d e c i d e d  t o  move K n i g h t ' s  c a t t l e  down t o  a n  a r e a  

b e t w e e n  t h e  b a y  a n d  t h e  Myakka R i v e r .  S t a r t i n g  i n  H i l l s -  

b o r o u g h  C o u n t y  w i t h  f i v e  w a g o n s ,  a n d  t w o  b u g g i e s ,  t h e  

c a r a v a n  c o n t a i n i n g  t h r e e  f a m i l i e s ,  t r a v e l e d  o v e r  e s t a b -  

l i s h e d  r o u t e s  a n d  t r a i l s  t o  M i a k k a ,  t h e  home o f  " S h a d e "  

H a n c o c k  a s  w e l l  a s  a  f e w  o t h e r  h a r d y  s o u l s .  H e r e  H a n c o c k  

a s s i s t e d  i n  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  t r i p  s o u t h  t o  a n  a r e a  known 

a s  H o r s e  & C h a i s e .  ( 7 - 6 )  



From Miakka to Horse and Chaise there was no trail. 

Hancock led the way through the open pine lands, wet 

prairies and hammocks along the west side of the Myakka 

River. 

Lillie B. McDuffee, in her book The Lures of Manatee de- 

scribes the ability of Hancock in guiding the caravan 

successfully to it's destination. "From the Miakka to 

the gulf there was not a suggestion of a road but the old 

cowherder, true to form, sensed the direction he wanted to 

go and guided his followers over the trackless waste of open 

prairies. scrub palmettos, pines and heavily-wooded stret- 

ches, resorting to the pioneer methods of blazing a few 

trees to make a way for the wagons. " 

Knight's caravan proceeded south along the west side of 

the Myakka River and then turned to the west. The trail 

they blazed through the wilderness cut through the south- 

east corner of township 37 south, range 19 east. It then 

meandered in a southwestern direction toward an uninviting 

obstacle known today as Cowpen Slough. 

As proven by the Government Surveyors in the 1840's the 

slough was crossable, yet the trail was unpleasant and 

slowed the caravan considerably. After crossing the 

slough the caravan entered open pine land and while tra- 

veling toward the west, forded a small creek and blazed 

a trail through open pines and hammocks. 



K n i g h t  a n d  p a r t y  c o n t i n u e d  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h  b a n k  o f  a  c r e e k  

t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  b a y .  When K n i g h t  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  c r e e k  

w a s  w i d e n i n g  t o  j o i n  t h e  b a y  t h e y  s e a r c h e d  f o r  a  s h a l l o w  

s p o t  t o  c r o s s .  A s  K n i g h t  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  c r e e k  t h e  l e a d  

m u l e s  w o u l d  n o t  b u d g e  and  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  c o a x  them a c r o s s  

K n i g h t ' s  s o n  B i l l  t o o k  a n  o l d  d e e r h i d e  a n d  s h o o k  i t  b e h i n d  

t h e  m u l e s .  The  c r a c k l i n g  g i v e n  o f f  by  t h e  s h a k i n g  h i d e  

c a u s e d  t h e  m u l e s  t o  b o l t  a c r o s s  t h e  c r e e k .  O t h e r  a n i m a l s  

f o l l o w e d  a n d  i n  t h e  r u s h  many o f  t h e  K n i g h t ' s  b e l o n g i n g s  

w e r e  t h r o w n  i n t o  t h e  c r e e k .  The  e v e n t  w a s  a n  u n e x p e c t e d  

d i s a s t e r ,  y e t  a l l  t h e i r  b e l o n g i n g s  w e r e  r e c o v e r e d .  I t  

w a s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  S h a k e t  C r e e k  r e c e i v e d  i t ' s  name,  a  

name t h a t  s u r v i v e s  t o d a y .  

The  K n i g h t s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  C o l l i n s e s  a n d  F l e t c h e r s ,  

e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e i r  home on  t h e  a r e a  known t o d a y  a s  Nokomis ,  

j u s t  s o u t h  o f  S h a k e t  C r e e k .  K n i g h t  h a d  c h o s e n  t h i s  p a r -  

t i c u l a r  a r e a  f o r  a  h o m e s i t e  f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s .  The  

g r e a t e s t  o f  w h i c h  was t h a t  t h e  l a n d  w a s  n a t u r a l l y  s u i t -  

a b l e  f o r  c a t t l e  r a i s i n g .  

S o m e t i m e  a f t e r  s e t t l i n g  a t  H o r s e  & C h a i s e ,  H a n c o c k  a n d  

K n i g h t  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  s p l i t  r a i l  f e n c e  f r o m  S h a k e t  C r e e k  

e a s t  t o  t h e  Miakka  R i v e r .  The  f e n c e  was  b u i l t  a t  a  p o i n t  

w h e r e  t h e  c r e e k  and  t h e  r i v e r  come w i t h i n  t h r e e  m i l e s  o f  

e a c h  o t h e r .  T h i s  f e n c e  was  e f f e c t i v e  i n  p r o v i d i n g  K n i g h t  

w i t h  t h e  l a r g e s t  c a t t l e  ' p e n '  on  t h e  l o w e r  w e s t  c o a s t  o f  

F l o r i d a .  The  p e n  was  bounded  on  t h e  w e s t  by  t h e  G u l f  o f  



Mexico and Lemon Bay, on the south by Charlotte Harbor, 

on the east by the Myakka River and on the North by the 

Knight fence. This pen contained over one hundred fifty 

square miles of land. 

.. . . 
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The boundari 
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location of 

es of the Knight Cattle Pen overlaid in red on 
a 1890 map of Manatee County. The approximate 

the Knight fence is illustrated in blue. 

In the years that followed, Knight's cattle would flourish 

on the fenced peninsula. At one time Knight had as many 

as twenty-two thousand head of cattle on the land. unly 

a small amount of the rangeland belonged to Knight. 



The m a j o r i t y  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e  of F l o r i d a  and s m a l l  

amounts  were  owned by s e t t l e r s .  C a t t l e  were  f r e e  t o  

roam t h e  open  r a n g e .  To i d e n t i f y  h i s  c a t t l e  f rom any  

o t h e r s  t h a t  m i g h t  e n t e r  t h e  a r e a ,  Knight  had a  b r a n d  

t h a t  marked a l l  h i s  c a t t l e .  

The t r a i l  o r i g i n a l l y  b l a z e d  by Hancock and K n i g h t  i n  1868 

would c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  used  f o r  n e a r l y  f i f t y  y e a r s  a s  t h e  

main a r t e r y  be tween  Horse  & C h a i s e ,  Miakka,  P i n e  L e v e l  

and Manatee .  K n i g h t ,  an  u n o r d a i n e d  p r e a c h e r ,  made f r e q u e n t  

t r i p s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  Miakka and  Mana- 

t e e .  S e t t l e r s  coming i n t o  t h e  a r e a  would a l s o  u s e  t h e  

t r a i l  a s  i t  p r o v i d e d  t h e  o n l y  r o u t e  be tween  t h e  c o a s t  and 

Miakka. 

The community of Miakka was e s t a b l i s h e d  somet ime p r i o r  

t o  1868 ,  some s o u r c e s  s a y  a s  e a r l y  a s  1850. The s e t t l e -  

ment c o n s i s t e d  of a t  l e a s t  f i v e  f a m i l i e s  i n  1868.  T h e r e  

e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  i n c l u d e d  Shade Hancock ' s  f a m i l y ,  James 

V a n d e r i p e ' s ,  and  h i s  s o n ' s  f a m i l i e s ,  t h e  Chapmans a s  w e l l  

a s  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  and s e v e r a l  cow h a n d l e r s .  

One of t h e  e a r l y  r e s i d e n t s  of Miakka was C a p t .  J o h n  L .  

"Doc" Hough, a  n a t i v e  of M i s s i s s i p p i  and a C o n f e d e r a t e  
- 

v e t e r a n .  A newspaper  a r t i c l e  f rom t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y  

r e v e a l s  t h a t  "Doc" Hough " f o r  t h i r t y - s i x  y e a r s  h a s  t ram-  

p l e d  t h e  swamps, g l a d e s  and p r a i r i e s  of Manatee  County ,  

s l a y i n g  w o l v e s ,  b e a r ,  d e e r  and t u r k e y s .  He came f o r  game." 



Al though  w o r s h i p  s e r v i c e s  had been  h e l d  a t  Miakka i n  

e a r l i e r  y e a r s ,  Miakka d i d  n o t  h a v e  a  c h u r c h  o r  a  s c h o o l ,  

u n t i l  a r o u n d  1 8 7 5 . -  Accord ing  t o  a  h i s t o r y  of t h e  U n i t e d  

M e t h o d i s t  Church i t  was a  " s m a l l  one  room l o g  s t r u c t u r e "  

t h a t  "was used  a s  a  s c h o o l  d u r i n g  t h e  week and a  c h u r c h  

on Sunday".  The e a r l y  c h u r c h  was s e r v e d  by i t i n e r a t e  

p r e a c h e r s " .  

By 1878 many a d d i t i o n a l  s e t t l e r s  had a r r i v e d  i n  Miakka. 

The community had grown t o  b e  one  of t h e  l a r g e r  s e t t l e -  

m e n t s  away from t h e  c o a s t l i n e .  The name Miakka a p p l i e d  

t o  a  r a t h e r  l a r g e  a r e a ,  y e t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  s e t t l e r s  

owned l a n d  w i t h i n  t h e  f o u r  s e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  

c o r n e r  of  t ownsh ip  36 s o u t h ,  r a n g e  2 0  e a s t .  

I n  J u l y  of  1878 Augus tus  M.  Wi lson  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  a r e a ' s  

f i r s t  p o s t o f f i c e  i n  t h e  community of Miakka. A H i s t o r y  

of t h e  Miakka P o s t  O f f i c e  w r i t t e n  i n  1915 by M r .  Wi l son  

r e v e a l s  t h a t  " a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e r e  were  b u t  t h r e e  p o s t o f f i c e s  

s o u t h e a s t  of Miakka". These  were " P i n e  L e v e l ,  F o r t  Ogden, 

and F o r t  Meyers .  A l l  of t h e  m a i l  f o r  t h e s e  o f f i c e s  p a s -  

s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  Miakka o f f i c e  which  made a  l o t  of work 

f o r  t h e  P o s t m a s t e r " .  A s  r e c o r d e d  i n  1915  by J. H. Simpson,  
- 

A. M .  Wi l son  was "an e n t e r p r i s i n g  man, and h a s  been   an^ 

i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  Manatee  County ,  n o t  

o n l y  on a c c o u n t  of h i s  l o n g  r e s i d e n c e  b u t  a s  one  of i t ' s  

p r o m i n e n t  c i t i z e n s " .  



T h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  e a r l y  p i o n e e r s  o f  M i a k k a  i s  e x p r e s s e d  

i n  t h i s  M a n a t e e  C o u n t y  N e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e  f r o m  t h e  t u r n  

o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  " T h e s e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  o f  M a n a t e e  C o u n t y  

. . .  l a i d  a s i d e  ... t h e  l u x u r i e s  o f  l i f e  t o  hew o u t  f o r  t hem-  

s e l v e s  a  new d i s t r i c t  i n  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  o f  F l o r i d a .  Some 

came f o r  game,  some i n  s e a r c h  o f  h e a l t h ,  o t h e r s  f o r  w e a l t h .  

N e a r l y  e v e r y  o n e  o f  t h e m  s u c c e e d e d  i n  o b t a i n i n g  a l l  t h r e e . "  



THE SPORTSMAN'S PARADISE 

I n  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  R e g i o n  came t o  b e  

known as  p a r a d i s e  f o r  h u n t i n g  a n d  f i s h i n g .  No t  o n l y  

l o c a l  c i t i z e n s ,  b u t  o u t  o f  s t a t e  h u n t e r s  a s  w e l l  w o u l d  

b e  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  a r e a  b y  t h e  a b u n d a n c e  o f  game.  I t  

i s  f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  many i n d i v i d u a l s  who v i s i t e d  t h e  Myakka 

R i v e r  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n ,  w e r e  i n s p i r e d  t o  w r i t e  a b o u t  t h e i r  

a d v e n t u r e s .  A number  o f  b o o k s  c o n t a i n  t h e  p u b l i s h e d  r e -  

s u l t s  o f  t h e i r  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e i r  i m p r e s s i o n s  

o f  t h i s  s p o r t m a n s '  p a r a d i s e .  

One o f  t h e s e  s p o r t s m e n  t u r n e d  a u t h o r  was  a n  E n g l i s h m a n ,  

M r .  F .  T r e n c h  Townshend .  T o w n s h e n d ,  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  M r .  

Edmund A .  M a n s f i e l d  a r r i v e d  i n  F l o r i d a  d u r i n g  J a n u a r y  o f  

1 8 7 4 ,  h a v i n g  come f r o m  S a v a n n a h ,  G e o r g i a .  T h e i r  r o u t e  

t o o k  t h e m  by s t e a m e r  t o  J a c k s o n v i l l e  a n d  F e r n a n d i n a  t h e n  

b y  t r a i n  t o  C e d a r  Key a n d  b y  some t y p e  o f  w a t e r  c r a f t  t o  

M a n a t e e .  



The following text includes many quotations from Mr. 

Townshend's book Wildlife in Florida published in 

England in 1875. 

At Manatee, the gentlemen were told about the Myakka 

region "a part of the country where we were assured 

large game was abundant." Immediately they embarked 

for the Myakka region "having procured, for a consid- 

eration of six dollars a day, a wagon and mule team 

with an intelligent youth to drive and guide us." 

On the way to the Myakka region: "about two miles an 

hour was our traveling pace as we had no roads, only 

a sandy track across the plain where the roots of the 

saw-palmetto made our advance slow and difficult." 

While traveling "through the pine-islands the great 

sand-hill cranes stalked majestically, their deep whoop 

resounding for miles through the air." 

After several hours of traveling the party arrived 

around midnight at the home of Dr. Huff, a stockman and 

farmer, who lived near Upper Lake. Dr. Huff's farm "con- 

sisted of a few acres planted with Indian corn, tomatoes, 

melons, and sweet potatoes, all in a flourishing condition, 

while 'round the house were a few orange-trees, guavas, 

and bananas." Dr. Huff, living alone in the wilderness, 

welcomed the company of his three unexpected guests and 

prepared a small feast for the occasion. Recollecting 



t h e  o c c a s i o n ,  Townshend w r o t e  " i f  t h e  f a r e  was s c a n t y ,  

t h e  g r a c e  was l o n g " .  

R i s i n g  e a r l y  t h e  n e x t  morning ,  t h e  Eng l i shmen  w e r e  q u i c k  

t o  e x p l o r e  t h e i r  new s u r r o u n d i n g s .  One of t h e  u n i q u e  

t r e e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  was t h e  cabbage  palm. Townshend r e c o r d s  

h i s  f i r s t  i m p r e s s i o n  of t h e  s t a t e l y  palm i n  t h i s  d e s c r i p -  

t i o n :  " R i s i n g  i n  a  s t r a i g h t  and g r a c e f u l  t r u n k  t o  a  

h e i g h t  v a r y i n g  from 60 t o  1 2 0  f e e t  w i t h o u t  a  b r a n c h ,  i t  

t h e n  b u r s t s  i n t o  a  mass of d a r k - g r e e n  f a n - s h a p e d  l e a v e s " .  

As t h e  p a r t y  was a d m i r i n g  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g s  and  r e m a r k i n g  

a b o u t  t h e  f i n e  c a t t l e  p r o s p e c t s  of t h e  r e g i o n  " a  c u r i o u s  

c h a r a c t e r  a r r i v e d  a t  D r .  H u f f ' s  ... a  Texan h o r s e  d e a l e r  

w i t h  a  ' b u n c h '  of t h i r t y - f i v e  h o r s e s .  . . d r i v e n  a l l  t h e  

way f rom t h e  p l a i n s  of  w e s t e r n  Texas ."  The h o r s e  d e a l e r ' s  

i n t e n t  b e i n g  t o  f e e d  t h e  h o r s e s  a l o n g  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  

and t h e n  s e l l  them i n  a h e a l t h i e r  c o n d i t i o n .  

S t i l l  i n  s e a r c h  of game t h e y  a r r a n g e d  w i t h  a  l o c a l  

h u n t e r  t h e y  m e t ,  " t h a t  h e  s h o u l d  accompany u s  a s  g u i d e ,  

i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  descend  t h e  Miakka R i v e r  i n  t h e i r  c y p r e s s -  

t r e e  canoe" .  The d e s t i n a t i o n  was "a  c r e e k  f l o w i n g  i n t o  t h e  

main r i v e r ,  by a s c e n d i n g  which we c o u l d  r e a c h  a  famous 
. 

s a l t - s p r i n g  where he  a s s u r e d  u s  game abounded . "  I n  p r e -  

p a r a t i o n  of t h e  l o n g  j o u r n e y  "a  l a r g e  s t o n e  j a r  was t h e n  

f i l l e d  w i t h  f r e s h  w a t e r  f rom a  s m a l l  c r e e k  wh ich  f l o w e d  

i n t o  t h e  Myakka a t  t h e  b a s e  of a  h i g h  ( i n d i a n )  mound." 



T h e  p a r t y ,  Townshend ,  M a n s f i e l d  a n d  t h e i r  g u i d e ,  M u r r a y ,  

e m b a r k e d  o n  t h e  r i v e r  w h e r e  t h e  w a t e r  "was  t i d a l ,  r i s i n g  

a n d  f a l l i n g  some t h r e e  f e e t  w i t h  t h e  t i d e . "  A s  t h e  p a r t y  

p a d d l e d  " r a p i d l y  a n d  s m o o t h l y  . . .  o v e r  t h e  l o n e l y  r i v e r "  

t h e y  w i t n e s s e d  " h u n d r e d s  o f  a l l i g a t o r s ,  w a t e r  t u r k e y ' s  

o r  s n a k e  b i r d s  a n d  k i n g f i s h e r s  ( t h a t )  d a r t e d  h i t h e r  a n d  

t h i t h e r ,  a p p a r e n t l y  b e w i l d e r e d  b y  t h e  s t r a n g e  s i g h t  o f  a  

c a n o e  f u l l  o f  men." T h e  E n g l i s h m e n  w e r e  o v e r w h e l m e d  b y  

t h e  g r e a t  n a t u r a l  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  a r e a ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  " b e a u -  

t i f u l  f e r n s  a n d  t a l l  l i l l i e s  ( t h a t )  f r i n g e d  t h e  w a t e r ' s  

e d g e " .  

On t h e  s e c o n d  d a y  o u t  t h e  p a r t y  came " t o  t h e  m o u t h  o f  a  

c r e e k  ... o n  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r ,  w h i c h  o u r  g u i d e  

c a l l e d  S l o u g h  C r e e k  ... a n d  s a i d  w e  c o u l d  a s c e n d  i t  t o  

w i t h i n  a c o u p l e  o f  m i l e s  o f  t h e  s a l t - s p r i n g " .  T h e  p a r t y  

f o u n d  t h e  c r e e k  t o  b e  " s w a r m i n g  w i t h  a l l i g a t o r s  i n  i n c r e d -  

i b l e  n u m b e r s " .  R e m a r k i n g  o n  t h e  s h y  n a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  u n i q u e  

r e p t i l e s  Townshend r e c o r d e d  " a n d  w e r e  t h e s e  a n i m a l s  n o t  

a s  c o w a r d l y  a s  t h e y  a r e  f o r m i d a b l e  i n  a p p e a r a n c e ,  w e ,  t h e  

f i r s t  w h i t e  men e v e r  known t o  h a v e  a s c e n d e d  S l o u g h  C r e e k  

i n  a  b o a t ,  s h o u l d  n o t  h a v e  l i v e d  t o  t e l l  t h e  t a l e . "  

A f t e r  a  m e a l  o f  c o f f e e ,  b i s c u i t s  a n d  s a l t  p o r k  t h e  p a r t y  

l e f t  t h e  c r e e k  a n d  p r e c e e d e d  n o r t h  i n  s e a r c h  o f  " a  c e r t a i n  

' b e e - t r e e '  w h i c h  g r e w  o n  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  p r a i r i e . "  M u r r a y ,  

u s i n g  t h e  b e e  t r e e  a s  a  g u i d e ,  " p o i n t e d  o u t  a c l u m p  o f  

t i m b e r  a b o u t  t h r e e  m i l e s  d i s t a n t . . . a s  t h e  s p o t  w h e r e  we 

s h o u l d  f i n d  t h e  S a l t  S p r i n g . "  

( 8 - 4 )  



H a v i n g  f i n a l l y  a r r i v e d  a t  w h a t  i s  now known a s  Warm 

M i n e r a l  S p r i n g s ,  t h e  p a r t y  " f o u n d  t h e  s p r i n g  c o n s i s t e d  

o f  a  c i r c u l a r  b a s i n  a b o u t  6 0  y a r d s  i n  d i a m e t e r "  M r .  

Townshend ,  o u t  o f  c u r i o s i t y ,  s u n k  a  t h e r m o m e t e r  i n t o  

t h e  w a t e r  a n d  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  t e m p e r a t u r e  w a s  90'. The  

a i r  t e m p e r a t u r e  w a s  82'. T h e  w a t e r  w h i c h  "was  c l e a r  

a s  a c r y s t a l "  c o n t a i n e d  a l a r g e  a l l i g a t o r .  

W h i l e  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  o u t l e t s  o f  t h e  s p r i n g  a n d  t h e  a d j a -  

c e n t  hammocks,  Townshend s u d d e n l y  f o u n d  h i m s e l f  " w i t h i n  

t h r e e  p a c e s  o f  a  b l a c k  b e a r " .  Townshend r e c o r d e d  "I 

c o n f e s s  t h a t  I was  h o r r i b l y  f r i g h t e n e d  a t  t h e  s i g h t  o f  

t h e  b e a r ,  b u t  s o ,  f o r t u n a t e l y ,  w a s  t h e  b e a r  o f  t h e  s i g h t  

o f  m e . "  

A f t e r  h u n t i n g  f o r  d e e r  " t a m e  e n o u g h  t o  g e t  w i t h i n  a n  

e a s y  s h o t "  t h e  p a r t y  " o b s e r v e d  a  l a r g e  a n i m a l  t r o t t i n g  

t o w a r d  u s ,  w e  p e r c e i v e d  f r o m  i t ' s  t a w n y  g r e y  c o l o u r . . .  

t h a t  i t  was  a  puma o r  F l o r i d a  p a n t h e r . "  

A f t e r  o b s e r v i n g  t h e  c a t t l e  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  Townshend  

n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  d o m e s t i c  c a t t l e  " b e i n g  c o l l e c t e d  e v e r y  

y e a r  f o r  n u m b e r i n g  a n d  b r a n d i n g ,  showed n o  s i g n  o f  f e a r  

o f  t h e  a p p r o a c h  o f  man" w h e r e a s ,  t h e  w i l d  c a t t l e  "wou ld  

o b s e r v e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  c a u t i o n  b e f o r e  v e n t u r i n g  f r o m  t h e  

s h e l t e r  o f  t h e  f o r e s t . "  

W h i l e  c a n o e i n g  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  r i v e r ,  t h e  

p a r t y  o b s e r v e d  " h u n d r e d s  o f  w i l d  d u c k s ,  p e l i c a n s ,  f l a -  

m i n g o s ,  g r e a t  w h i t e  e g r e t s ,  r o s e a t e  s p o o n b i l l s ,  i b i s ,  

( 8 - 5 )  



b l u e  and snowy h e r o n s  t h a t  " f i l l e d  u s  w i t h  no l e s s  wonder  

t h a n  p l e a s u r e . "  

Having v e n t u r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  Reg ion  

f o r  w e l l  o v e r  a  month,  Townshend and M a n s f i e l d  p r o c e e d e d  

t o  o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  F l o r i d a .  Of a l l  o f  t h e  l o c a t i o n s  v i s -  

i t e d  by t h e  Engl i shmen,  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  was one  w e l l  r e p -  

r e s e n t e d  i n  Townshends book W i l d l i f e  i n  F l o r i d a  a s  f i v e  

whole  c h a p t e r s  were  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e i r  a d v e n t u r e s  i n  t h i s  

r e g i o n .  

E n g r a v i n g  from book W i l d l i f e  i n  F l o r i d a  e n t i t l e d  "Camp 
i n  Miakka Swamp". 

While  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  had been  u n d e r t a k e n  t o  e n j o y  t h e  

e x c e l l e n t  h u n t i n g  o f  t h e  r e g i o n ,  i t  i s  o b v i o u s  f rom t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  p a s s a g e  t h a t  t h e  Engl i shmen went away f rom t h e  

r i v e r  w i t h  more t h a n  what t h e y  had e x p e c t e d .  
. - 



" A s  t h e  e v e n i n g  s u n  t o u c h e d  w i t h  g o l d  t h e  r i c h  g r e e n  

t o p s  o f  t h e  p a l m s ,  and  b r i g h t e n e d  t h e  s o m b r e  h u e s  o f  t h e  

l i v e - o a k s  f e s t o o n e d  w i t h  g r e y  m a s s e s  o f  S p a n i s h  m o s s ,  

a n d  r e l i e v e d  by t h e  b r i g h t  g r e e n  l e a v e s  o f  t h e  w i l d  v i n e  

a n d  c r i m s o n  a n d  w h i t e  b l o s s o m s  o f  t h e  p a r a s i t i c  a i r - p l a n t ,  

w h i l e  i t  r e f l e c t e d  i t ' s  own g l o w i n g  i m a g e  i n  t h e  d a r k  

w a t e r ,  u n t i l  we seemed t o  b e  f l o a t i n g  i n  a  r i v e r  o f  f i r e ,  

I t h o u g h t  my m o r t a l  e y e s  wou ld  n e v e r  l o o k  o n  a n y  m o r e  

g o r g e o u s  d i s p l a y  o f  t r o p i c a l  c o l o u r i n g . "  

A n o t h e r  a u t h o r  t o  p u b l i s h  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  b o o k  f o r m  

w a s  M r .  G .  E .  S h i e l d s .  M r .  S h i e l d s '  b o o k  H u n t i n g  i n  

t h e  G r e a t  West  o r  R u s t l i n g s  i n  t h e  R o c k i e s  was  pub-  

l i s h e d  i n  1 8 8 3  a n d  r e f l e c t s  u p o n  h u n t i n g  a d v e n t u r e s  

d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s .  W h i l e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  b o o k  i s  

c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  Rocky  M o u n t a i n s ,  o n e  

c h a p t e r ,  e n t i t l e d  " F o u r  Days o n  t h e  Myakka R i v e r "  i s  

d e v o t e d  t o  a d v e n t u r e s  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

A f t e r  v i s i t i n g  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  P a t l a k a  a n d  S t .  A u g u s t i n e ,  

S h i e l d s  e m b a r k e d  f o r  t h e  S a r a s o t a  Bay a r e a .  A f t e r  s p e n d -  

i n g  a  s h o r t  t i m e  o n  S n e a d ' s  I s l a n d ,  S h i e l d s  p r o c e e d e d   to 

O s p r e y  i n  o r d e r  t o  l o d g e  a t  W e b b ' s  W i n t e r  R e s o r t .  I t  

a p p e a r s  t h a t  i t  was  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  t h a t  h a d  a t t r a c t e d  

S h i e l d s  t o  F l o r i d a  a s  h e  s t a t e s  i n  h i s  b o o k  " f o r  s e v e r a l  

y e a r s  p a s t  I h a v e  h e a r d  t h e  p r a i s e s  o f  t h i s  m y s t i c  r e g i o n  

s u n g  b y  s p o r t s m e n  who h a v e  v i s i t e d  i t  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e d  i t ' s  



charms". This statement indicates that perhaps as early 

as the 1 8 6 0 ' s  the Myakka River Valley Region had attracted 

nation-wide attention as a superb hunting ground. Many 

of Shields' recorded impressions of the trip are worth 

repeating. 

"According to previous arrangement Jack (Webb) harnessed 

the horse and hitched him to the cart. We loaded in our 

tent, blankets, provisions, ammunition, etc; he took the 

lines and we were off for a four days' camp hunt on the 

Myakka River." 

It appears from the pace of their traveling that they 

were following the Venice-Miakka trail that was at this 

time a well established route. 

"We left home (Webb's Winter Resort) at half past ten 

in the morning. Our route lay through a tract of open 

pine woods, the monotony of which was relieved by ponds 

scattered along the entire distance, at each of which we 

got a shot or two at the large water birds, which always 

hover around them." 

"At a half-past one o'clock we arrived at the scene of 

one of Billy Bowleg's old camping grounds during his war 

with the U. S. troops. He gave it the poetical name of 

Coughpennslough; and it is said that one of his favorite 

warriors lies buried not far from here..." 



H a v i n g  c o v e r e d  q u i t e  a  d i s t a n c e  t h e  m e n ' s  m i n d s  t u r n e d  

t o  f o o d ,  b u t  a s  t h e i r  b o x  o f  p r o v i s i o n s  was  l o c a t e d  i n  

t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e i r  c a r t ,  t h e y  t o o k  a  l e s s o n  f r o m  J a c k  

Webb a n d  l e a r n e d  t o  e n j o y  "swamp c a b b a g e " .  "So we t o o k  

o u t  a n  a x  ( s i c )  a n d  c u t  down a  p a l m e t t o - t r e e ,  s p l i t  i t  

o p e n  a n d  t o o k  o u t  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n - t h e  b u d - a  c o r e  

t h r e e  t o  f o u r  i n c h e s  i n  d i a m e t e r  a n d  18 t o  2 0  i n c h e s  l o n g .  

T h i s  ' P a l m e e t e r  C a b b a g e ' ,  a s  t h e  c r a c k e r s  c a l l  i t ,  i s  

r e a l l y  d e l i c i o u s  i n  f l a v o r  a n d  h i g h l y  n u t r i t i o u s . "  

"When we g o t  w i t h i n  two a n d  a  h a l f  m i l e s  o f  t h e  r i v e r  

we s t o p p e d  a n d  c u t  a  l i b e r a l  s u p p l y  o f  l i g h t  wood t o  t a k e  

w i t h  u s ,  a s  n o  p i n e  g r o w s  n e a r e r  t h e  s t r e a m  t h a n  t h i s . "  

"We l o a d e d  o u r  ' l i g h t a r d t  i n t o  t h e  c a r t  a n d  d r o v e  o n .  

A f t e r  g o i n g  h a l f  a  m i l e  we e m e r g e d  u p o n  a  b e a u t i f u l  b r o a d  

p r a i r i e  some two m i l e s  w i d e .  Upon t h e  f u r t h e r  s i d e  o f  

t h i s  we saw a  s t r i p  o f  h e a v y  t i m b e r  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  r u n s  

t h e  r i v e r . "  

"We p u s h e d  o n  a c r o s s  t h e  p r a i r i e  a n d  a t  3 : 0 0  e n t e r e d  a  

g r o v e  o f  t a l l ,  s t a t e l y  l i v e - o a k s  o n  t h e  b a n k  o f  t h e  l o n g  

l o o k e d - f o r  a n d  a n x i o u s l y - s o u g h t  Myakka R i v e r ,  a n d  p i t c h e d  

o u r  t e n t .  And w h a t  a  l o v e l y  s i t e  f o r  a  camp! I t  i s  o n  

a  h i g h  b a n k  w h e r e  t h e  r i v e r  m a k e s  a h o r s e - s h o e  b e n d ,  a n d  

we a r e  i n  t h e  t o e  o f  t h e  s h o e ,  s o - t o - s p e a k .  T h e  m a s s i v e  

l i v e - o a k s  s t a n d  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r  ... a n d  t h e  l o n g ,  g r e y ,  

S p a n i s h  m o s s  h a n g i n g  t o  w i t h i n  a  f e w  f e e t  o f  t h e  g r o u n d . "  



Upon s u r v e y i n g  t h e  r e g i o n  a d j o i n i n g  t h e  r i v e r , S h i e l d s ,  

o b v i o u s l y  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  a r e a ,  p r o c l a i m e d  " t h i s  i s  

i n d e e d  t h e  happy h u n t i n g  g round- - the  s p o r t s m a n ' s  p a r a -  

d i s e . "  

S h i e l d s  w r i t i n g s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  h e  was s o  c a p t i v a t e d  by 

t h e  b e a u t y  of some of t h e  b i r d s  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h a t  h e  had 

no d e s i r e  t o  s h o o t  them. S h i e l d s  w i t n e s s e d  v a r i o u s  s p e -  

c i e s  i n c l u d i n g  r o s e a t e  s p o o n b i l l s ,  wood i b i s ,  w h i t e  

e g r e t s  and g r e y  h e r o n s  and w h i l e  r e c o l l e c t i n g  t h e  e v e n t  

r e c o r d e d  " a s  t h e y  hove red  o v e r  u s  we s t o o d  and contem- 

p l a t e d  t h e  s c e n e  i n  s i l e n t  awe and a d m i r a t i o n ,  o u r  g u n s  

were  a t  p a r a d e  r e s t . "  

A f t e r  f o u r  d a y s  of h u n t i n g  and e x p l o r i n g  t h e  p a r t y  b r o k e  

camp. S h i e l d s  r e c o r d e d  " a b o u t  one  o ' c l o c k  pm we r e l u c t a n t l y  

bade  a d i e u  t o  t h e  e n c h a n t i n g  Myakka, w i t h  a l l  i t ' s  charm- 

i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n s ;  i t ' s  g r e a t  l i v e - o a k  f o r e s t s ;  i t ' s  d e n s e  

s e a - a s h  t h i c k e t s ;  i t ' s  e v e r g l a d e s ;  i t ' s  f l a m i n g  hued w a t e r  

b i r d s ;  i t ' s  d e e r ;  i t ' s  t u r k e y ,  and t h e  t h o u s a n d  and  one  

o t h e r  a t t r a c t i o n s  t h a t  r e n d e r  i t  s o  d e a r  t o  a  s p o r t s m a n  

and l o v e r  o f  n a t u r e .  

I n  summar iz ing  h i s  f o u r  d a y s  s p e n t  on t h e  Myakka, S h i e l d s  - 

w r o t e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  "I  can  n e v e r  hope t o  e x p e r i e n c e  more 

g e n u i n e  p l e a s u r e  i n  s o  s h o r t  a  p e r i o d  of t i m e  t h a n  I d i d  

i n  t h i s  f o u r  d a y s  on t h e  Myakka R i v e r .  I s h a l l  e v e r  c h e r i s h  

i t  i n  my memory a s  one  of t h e  b r i g h t e s t ,  most  r o m a n t i c  and 

e x c i t i n g  e p i s o d e s  of my l i f e . "  



LAND OWNERSHIP AND GROWTH 

The 1840's township surveys had found a large amount 

of south Florida in need of drainage. An act of Con- 

gress dated September 28th, 1850 granted the ownership 

of the public federal land in this state to the Trustees 

of the Internal Improvement Fund of Florida. Known as 

the "Swamp Land Act", this act specified that all of the 

transferred land must be improved by drainage. 

It wasn't until 1883 that a large amount of land in 

this area came into private ownership. In 1881 Hamilton 

Disston had rescued the State of Florida from debt by 

purchasing from the Trustees of the Internal Improvement 

Fund of Florida four million acres of "swamp land" for 

one million dollars. 

The text of a speech, presented by T. Frederick Davis at 

the annual meeting of the Florida Historical Society at 



S t .  P e t e r s b u r g  o n  J a n u a r y  2 5 t h ,  1 9 3 8 ,  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  h i s -  

t o r i c  D i s s t o n  Land P u r c h a s e .  

I, The t e r m s  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t  r e q u i r e d  a  down p a y m e n t  o f  
$ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  a n d  t h e  b a l a n c e  a t  s t a t e d  i n t e r v a l s ,  t h e  w h o l e  
t o  b e  p a i d  o n  o r  b e f o r e  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 8 8 2 .  Upon t h e  i n i t i a l  
p a y m e n t  two h u n d r e d  f i f t y  t h o u s a n d  a c r e s  w e r e  t o  b e  d e e d e d  
a t  o n c e  t o  M r .  D i s s t o n . "  

" M r .  D i s s t o n  s i g n e d  t h e  c o n t r a c t  J u n e  1 4 ,  1 8 8 1 ,  a n d  o n  
o r  b e f o r e  S e p t e m b e r  1 h e  h a d  p a i d  f i v e  h u n d r e d  t h o u s a n d  
d o l l a r s "  

"The money was i m m e d i a t e l y  p u t  t o  work  i n  s a t i s f y i n g  
t h e  m o s t  p r e s s i n g  c l a i m s  a g a i n s t  t h e  Fund .  I n  a n t i -  
c i p a t i o n  o f  t h i s ,  a n d  t h e r e b y  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  l a n d s  f o r  
r a i l r o a d  g r a n t s ,  t e n  o r  m o r e  c o m p a n i e s  w e r e  a l r e a d y  
m a k i n g  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  r a i l r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  F l o r i d a .  
Among t h e m ,  a n d  p r o b a b l y  t h e  m o s t  e x t e n s i v e ,  w e r e  i n -  
t e r e s t s  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  E . J .  R e e d .  T h r o u g h  p r e l i m i n a r i e s  
n o t  now d e f i n i t e l y  known,  Reed a n d  D i s s t o n  a r r a n g e d  a n  
i n t e r - a g r e e m e n t  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  D i s s t o n  p u r c h a s e  c o n t r a c t . "  

"On December  1 7 ,  1 8 8 1  H a m i l t o n  D i s s t o n  a n d  Edward  J .  
Reed o f  t h e  C o u n t y  o f  K e n t ,  E n g l a n d  e n t e r e d  i n t o  a n  
a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  1.1. 
Fund w h e r e b y  S i r  Edward ( a s  h e  was  known i n  E n g l a n d )  
was t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  p a y m e n t s  d u e  u n d e r  t h e  D i s s t o n  p u r -  
c h a s e  c o n t r a c t ,  t h a t  was  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  J u l y  
1, 1 8 8 2  t h e  t r u s t e e s  h a v i n g  e x t e n d e d  t h e  t i m e  l i m i t  f o r  
f i n a l  p a y m e n t .  U n d e r  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  t h e  p a y m e n t s  
w e r e  t o  b e  made d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  F u n d ,  i n  sums s a t i s -  
f a c t o r y  t o  t h e  t r u s t e e s ,  a n d  when s o  made w e r e  t o  b e  
c r e d i t e d  t o  t h e  D i s s t o n  p u r c h a s e  c o n t r a c t ;  a c c e p t a n c e  
o f  b o n a  f i d e  o b l i g a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Fund a t  p a r  a s  c a s h  
s t i l l  p r e v a i l e d .  When f u l l  p a y m e n t  h a d  b e e n  made  t o  
t h e  F u n d ,  Reed w a s  t o  r e c e i v e  f r o m  D i s s t o n  two  m i l l i o n  
a c r e s  o r  o n e - h a l f  o f  t h e  D i s s t o n  p u r c h a s e ,  t o  b e  s e l -  
e c t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  D i s s t o n  t o  f i r s t  s e l e c t  o n e  m i l l i o n  
f i v e  h u n d r e d  t h o u s a n d  o f  t h e  f o u r  m i l l i o n  a c r e s ,  t h e n  
Reed t o  s e l e c t  h i s  two m i l l i o n  f r o m  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  i n  
b o d i e s  o f  t e n  t h o u s a n d  a c r e s . "  

A f e e  s i m p l e  d e e d  d a t e d  t h e  t h i r d  o f  F e b r u a r y  1 8 8 3  a n d  

s i g n e d  b y  t h e  T r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a l  I m p r o v e m e n t  Fund  

o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  F l o r i d a  c o n v e y e d  2 4 6 , 0 5 2  a c r e s  t o  H a m i l -  

t o n  D i s s t o n  a n d  h i s  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  t h e  F l o r i d a  Land a n d  

I m p r o v e m e n t  Company. L t d .  T h i s  was  o n e  o f  s e v e r a l  d e e d s  

i s s u e d  t o  H a m i l t o n  D i s s t o n  t h a t  t o t a l l e d  two  m i l l i o n  a c r e s .  



H a m i l t o n  D i s s t 0 . n ' ~  company,  t h e  F l o r i d a  Land a n d  I m p r o v e -  

m e n t  Company,  was  n o t  t h e  o n l y  l a r g e  owner  o f  l a n d  i n  t h e  

Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  R e g i o n .  A s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  "Swamp Land 

A c t "  s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  r a i l r o a d s  w o u l d  b e  g i v e n  1 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  

o f  l a n d  f o r  e a c h  m i l e  o f  r a i l w a y  t h e y  p u t  i n t o  o p e r a t i o n .  

A l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t  of  t h e  S t a t e  of  F l o r i d a  e n t i t l e d  " a n  

a c t  t o  g r a n t  c e r t a i n  l a n d s  t o  t h e  Tampa, P e a c e  C r e e k  a n d  

S t .  J o h n s  R i v e r  R a i l r o a d  Company" was s i g n e d  i n t o  e f f e c t  

o n  M a r c h  4 ,  1 8 7 9  a n d  s e r v e d  a s  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  

c o n v e y a n c e  o f  1 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  of  l a n d  f o r  e a c h  m i l e  of  r a i l -  

way t h i s  company p l a n n e d  t o  b u i l d .  

By 1 8 8 3  t h e  "Tampa,  P e a c e  C r e e k  a n d  S t .  J o h n s  R i v e r  R a i l -  

r o a d  Company" h a d  c h a n g e d  i t ' s  name t o  " J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  

Tampa a n d  Key West  R a i l r o a d  Company". Work o n  t h e  r a i l -  

way h a d  s t a l l e d .  On May 4 ,  1 8 8 3  H e n r y  B .  P l a n t  t o o k  

o v e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  " J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  Tampa a n d  

Key Wes t  R a i l r o a d  Company" a n d  f o r g e d  a h e a d  w i t h  t h e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  f r o m  Tampa t o  K i s s i m m e e .  

By December  o f  1 8 8 4  t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  w i t h  p o r t  c o n n e c t i o n s  

a t  S a n f o r d ,  was  i n  o p e r a t i o n .  T h i s  was  s o u t h  w e s t  F l o -  

r i d a ' s  f i r s t  m o d e r n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  New 

E n g l a n d  a n d  t h e  I s l a n d  o f  Cuba .  

O w n e r s h i p  o f  t h i r t y - n i n e  t o w n s h i p s  i n  D e S o t o ,  O s c e o l a ,  

M a n a t e e  a n d  w h a t  w o u l d  become  i n  1 9 2 1 ,  S a r a s o t a  C o u n t y ,  

i n c l u d i n g  t h r e e  e n t i r e  t o w n s h i p s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  Myakka 

R i v e r ,  w a s  c o n v e y e d  t o  t h e  ? J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  Tampa a n d  Key 



West Railroad Company" on December 13. 1884 by Governor 

W.D. Bloxham and the Trustees of the Internal Improvement 

Fund of Florida. 

In January of 1886 the "Jacksonville, Tampa and Key 

West Railroad Company", now owned by Henry B. Plant, con- 

veyed to another branch of the Plant Investment Company, 

three townships in what was then Manatee County. 

Another railroad owned by the Plant Investment Company, 

the Florida Southern Railroad, followed closely behind 

in acquiring land in the Myakka River Valley Region. A 

legislative act of the State of Florida entitled "an act 

to grant certain lands to the Gainesville, Ocala and 

Charlotte Harbor Railroad Company was signed into effect 

on March 4th, 1879 and served as an application for the 

conveyance of 10,000 acres of land for each mile of rail- 

way that this railroad planned to build. 

By 1885 the railroad had constructed a line from Gaines- 

ville to the west bank of the Withlacoochee River. By 

December of 1886 the line had been extended to Punta 

Gorda and the company had taken on a new name, the Flo- 

rida Southern Railroad. In 1883 the Florida Southern 

Railroad became the owner of some large parcels of land 

in the Myakka River Valley Region. 

During the middle 1880's there were several British land 

holding companies investing in land in the Myakka River 

Valley region. One of these companies was the Florida 



Land & M o r t g a g e  Company, L t d .  T h i s  company p u r c h a s e d  

t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  l a n d  w i t h i n  t o w n s h i p  3 8  s o u t h ,  r a n g e  1 9  

e a s t  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  Cowpen S l o u g h  r e g i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

t h e y  p u r c h a s e d  l a n d  f u r t h e r  s o u t h  w i t h i n  t o w n s h i p  39 

s o u t h ,  r a n g e  20  e a s t ,  l y i n g  o n  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  Myakka 

R i v e r .  

A n o t h e r  l a r g e  i n v e s t o r  i n  t h e  Myakka R e g i o n  w a s  t h e  

F l o r i d a  C o m m e r c i a l  Company. T h e  F l o r i d a  C o m m e r c i a l  Com- 

p a n y  p u r c h a s e d  l a r g e  t r a c t s  o f  l a n d  n o r t h  a n d  w e s t  o f  t h e  

Myakka L a k e s .  They a l s o  owned s e v e r a l  s m a l l e r  p a r c e l s  

a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  M i a k k a  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  

Myakka L a k e  R e g i o n .  

A t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  R e g i o n  was  e n -  

t e r i n g  p r i v a t e  o w n e r s h i p ,  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  i t s e l f  w o u l d  

p l a y  a  m a j o r  r o l e  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  C o u n t y  

o f  M a n a t e e .  

I n  1 8 6 7  t h e  c o u n t y  s e a t  o f  M a n a t e e  C o u n t y  was  moved t o  

P i n e  L e v e l ,  n e a r l y  4 0  m i l e s  s o u t h e a s t  o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  

o f  M a n a t e e .  J o s e p h  S i m p s o n ,  i n  h i s  " H i s t o r y  o f  M a n a t e e  

C o u n t y "  w r i t t e n  i n  1 9 1 5 ,  r e c o r d s  t h e  d i s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  

t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  M a n a t e e  w i t h  t h e  new c o u n t y  s e a t .  "The  

r o a d  f r o m  t h e  M a n a t e e  R i v e r  s e t t l e m e n t  was  a  t e r r i b l e  

o n e  d u r i n g  t h e  r a i n y  s e a s o n .  A t  s u c h  t i m e s  a  v e r y  l a r g e  

p o r t i o n  o f  i t  was u n d e r  w a t e r ,  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  b e i n g  

a  m i l e  a n d  a  q u a r t e r  w i d e  a n d  c o v e r i n g  t h e  g r a d e  t o  a n  

unknown d e p t h . "  A s  t i m e  w e n t  o n  " t h e  p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e  



M a j o r  l a n d  o w n e r s  i n  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  R e g i o n  

i n  1 8 9 0  , o v e r l a i d  on  1 9 2 1  map o f  S a r a s o t a  C o u n t y  



n o r t h w e s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  had  become v e r y  t i r e d  o f  

h a v i n g  t o  g o  t h a t  l o n g  d r e a r y  d i s t a n c e  t o  P i n e  L e v e l " .  

I n  1 8 8 7  a c o n v e n t t o n  was c a l l e d  t o  d i v i d e  t h e  C o u n t y  a n d  

r e t u r n  t h e  c o u n t y  s e a t  t o  M a n a t e e .  A f t e r  much d e l i b e r -  

a t i o n  a  d i v i d i n g  l i n e  was  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  D e S o t o  C o u n t y  

was  c r e a t e d  f r o m  M a n a t e e  C o u n t y .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  

Myakka R i v e r ,  a s  a n  o b s t a c l e ,  was  o n e  o f  t h e  m a i n  c a u s e s  

f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  i n  1 8 8 7 .  

By 1 8 9 0 ,  l a n d  i n  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  R e g i o n  was  

owned b y  f o u r  l a r g e  l a n d  h o l d i n g  c o m p a n i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  

s e v e r a l  s t o c k m e n .  The  l a n d  c o m p a n i e s  w e r e ,  a s  s t a t e d  

p r e v i o u s l y ,  T h e  P l a n t  I n v e s t m e n t  Company,  t h e  F l o r i d a  

Land a n d  I m p r o v e m e n t  Company, t h e  F l o r i d a  Land a n d  

M o r t g a g e  Company a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  F l o r i d a  C o m m e r c i a l  

Company. T h e  s t o c k m e n  o w n i n g  s u b s t a n t i a l  a m o u n t s  o f  

l a n d  i n  t h e  a r e a  i n c l u d e d  G a r r e t t  Murphy ,  S h a d r i c k  Han- 

c o c k ,  A.P. & J . R .  C u r r y ,  W.R. W h i t a k e r  a n d  W.H. V a n d e r -  

i p e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e t t l e r s  owned 

l a n d  i n  t h e  M i a k k a  a r e a ,  r a n g i n g  f r o m  s m a l l  h o m e s i t e s  

t o  l a r g e r  g r a z i n g  t r a c t s .  The  l a n d o w n e r s  o f  M i a k k a  

i n c l u d e d :  W i l l i a m  A d d i s o n ,  C . C .  B a n f i l l ,  G e o r g e  A .  C a s o n ,  

A.P. & J . R .  C u r r y ,  M.F.  D e a n ,  S.C.  G a t e s ,  W.F. H a n c o c k ,  

J . S .  H a n c o c k ,  J.W. H a r l e e ,  C.S. M c C a l l ,  C.S. P u r v i s ,  J . C .  

P e a r c e ,  W . T .  P e l o t ,  W.A.L. R a w l s ,  T.A. S t e p h e n s ,  Thomas 

Tugby a n d  A . M .  W i l s o n .  

I t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  b y  1 8 9 0  t h e  communi ty  o f  M i a k k a  h a d  

g r o w n  t o  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s i z e .  A b o o k  e n t i t l e d  W e b b ' s  



F l o r i d a  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 8 5  by W.S. Webb o f  New Y o r k  s t a t e d  

t h a t  M i a k k a  had  a  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  a b o u t  1 0 0 ,  a n d  a n  a c t i v e  

M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h .  

A l t h o u g h  Miakka  h a d  a  c h u r c h  and  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  i n  1 8 7 5 ,  

s o m e t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  a  new b u i l d i n g  w a s  c o n t e m p l a t e d  

W.A.L. " B i l l "  R a w l s  a n d  A . M .  "Gus" W i l s o n  e a c h  d o n a t e d  

o n e  a c r e  o f  l a n d  t o  t h e  c a u s e .  A S h o r t  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  

M i a k k a  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  s t a t e s  t h a t  " c o n s t r u c t i o n  

o f  t h e  c h u r c h  was  ( p r o b a b l y )  s t a r t e d  a n d  c o m p l e t e d  i n  

1 8 8 6  ... t h e  c h u r c h  was  b u i l t  o n  t h e  W i l s o n  a c r e ,  a n d  t h e  

R a w l s  a c r e  w a s  se t  a s i d e  as a c e m e t e r y . "  

B o t h  B i l l  D u r r a n c e  a n d  G e o r g e  Ta tum a r e  g i v e n  c r e d i t  f o r  

d e s i g n i n g  a n d  s u p e r v i s i n g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  s t r u c -  

t u r e .  Many o t h e r  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  M i a k k a  c o m m u n i t y  a s -  

s i s t e d  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  c h u r c h .  T h e  M e t h o d i s t  

C h u r c h  h i s t o r y  s t a t e s  " t i m b e r  was  c u t  f r o m  p r o p e r t y  owned 

b y  D i n k  Murphy a n d  m i l l e d  i n  a  s a w m i l l  owned b y  W i l l  

S t e p h e n s .  Y e l l o w  p i n e  h e a r t w o o d  w a s  u s e d  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

N a i l s  a n d  o t h e r  h a r d w a r e  was  f u r n i s h e d  b y  D i n k  Murphy . "  

I t  h a s  b e e n  r e c o r d e d  t h a t  " J o r d a n  Boyd c e l e b r a t e d  t h e  

f i n i s h i n g  of  t h e  c h u r c h  r o o f  b y  s t a n d i n g  o n  h i s  h e a d  o n  

t h e  r i d g e  o f  t h e  r o o f " .  

T h e  c h u r c h  was s e r v e d  by i t i n e r a t e  p r e a c h e r s  i n c l u d i n g :  

R .M.  E v a n s ,  A . A .  R o b i n s o n ,  J . R .  T a y l o r ,  W . R .  W a g o n e r ,  

T.M. S t r i c k l a n d ,  S.B. B l a c k ,  W . B .  T r e s c a ,  E.W.J. H a r l e e  

a n d  S.W. B l a c k .  



A l t h o u g h  M i a k k a  d i d  n o t  h a v e  i t ' s  own n e w s p a p e r ,  i t  

was  w e l l  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s  o f  t h e  Town o f  

M a n a t e e .  A s  w a s  t h e  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s ,  t h e  

e d i t o r  o f  a  c e n t r a l l y  b a s e d  n e w s p a p e r  w o u l d  e n l i s t  r e -  

s i d e n t s  f r o m  t h e  o u t e r  l y i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  t o  m a i l  i n  n e w s  

f r o m  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  a r e a s .  G e n e r a l l y  t h e  news  i t e m s  

w e r e  s i g n e d  w i t h  a  p e n  name and  i t  i s  u n c l e a r  who t h e  

a u t h o r  w a s .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  a  f e w  "Miakka"  n e w s  a r t i c l e s  

a p p e a r i n g  i n  t h e  M a n a t e e  R i v e r  J o u r n a l  i n  1 8 8 9 .  "Our o l d  

f r i e n d  W i l l i a m  P e a r c e  o f  P o l k  C o u n t y  i s  a g a i n  o u r  n e i g h b o r .  

W i l l i a m  a n d  D i n k  (Murphy)  t o o k  a n  o l d  t i m e  h u n t  t o g e t h e r  

y e s t e r d a y ,  w h i c h  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  f e w  v e n i s o n  e a c h . "  "Our 

s c h o o l ,  P r o f e s s o r  C a l l e n ,  p r i n c i p a l ,  i s  p r o g r e s s i n g  

s m o o t h l y  w i t h  a  f a i r  a t t e n d a n c e . "  "Not  a  d r o p  o f  r a i n  h a s  

f a l l e n  i n  t h e s e  p a r t s  . . .  f o r  n e a r l y  s i x  w e e k s .  . . t h e  w a t e r  

c o u r s e . 6  a n d  p o n d s  a n d  a r e  d r y i n g  up a n d  t h e  f i s h - a n d  e v e n  

g a t o r s - a r e  d y i n g  a l l  o v e r  t h e  woods . "  " T h a t  o l d  r i c k e t y  

b r i d g e  a c r o s s  t h e  Myakka h a s  b e e n  r e n o v a t e d  b y  G e o r g e  

T a t u m ,  J r . .  who h a s  j u s t  f i n i s h e d  t h e  j o b ,  a n d  t h e  b r i d g e  

i s  i n  a  s a f e  a n d  r e s p e c t a b l e  c o n d i t i o n . "  

I t  w a s  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  b r i e f  a r t i c l e s  t h a t  t h e  c i t i z e n s  

o f  M a n a t e e  C o u n t y  g o t  t h e  news a b o u t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  

M i a k k a .  

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r t i c l e  o f  F e b r u a r y  o f  1 8 8 9  sums  u p  t h e  

f r e n z i e  o f  l a n d  b u y i n g  b y  t h e  l a r g e  l a n d  h o l d i n g  c o m p a n i e s  

d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s .  " W e  h a v e  among u s  a  w e a l t h y  F r e n c h m a n  

who r e p r e s e n t s  a  w e a l t h y  s y n d i c a t e  a n d  who i s  p r o s p e c t i n g  



w i t h  a  v i e w  of  l o c a t i n g  a i a r g t  c o l o n y  o f  F r e n c h m e n  upon 

t h e  Nyakka  R i v e r .  The c e o g r s p h i c a !  l o c a t i o n  o f  M i a k k a ,  

w i t h  t h e  many a d v a n t z g e s  of s o i l ,  a n d  s t o c k - r a i s i n g  

p r i v i l e d g e s ,  a r e  d e s t i n e d  t o  s u p e r - i n d u c e  a  g r a v i t a t i o n  

o f  men and  money t o  t h i s  p l a c e . "  

W h i l e  t h e r e  i s  n o  e v i d e n c e  t o  show t h a t  t h e  F r e n c h m a n  

e v e r  p u r c h a s e d  a n y  l a n d ,  i n  1 8 9 0  a  l a r g e  a m o u n t  of  l a n d  

i n  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  R e g i o n  w a s  b o u g h t  by a n o t h e r  

B r i t i s h  s y n d i c a t e .  The  company,  w h i c h  t o o k  i t ' s  name 

f r o m  t h e  r i v e r ,  was t h e  Myakka R i v e r  F l o r i d a  Land Company. 

T h i s  company p u r c h a s e d  t h e  h o l d i n g s  o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  Land 

a n d  M o r t g a g e  Company, and  by d o i n g  s o  b e c a m e  o n e  o f  t h e  

l a r g e s t  l a n d o w n e r s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  

T h e  p u r c h a s e  of  l a n d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e g i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  

1 8 8 0 ' s  i n  n o  way i n t e r f e r r e d  w i t h  t h e  g r a z i n g  o f  c a t t l e  

i n  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  R e g i o n .  C a t t l e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  

r o a m  t h e  o p e n  r a n g e  t h r o u g h  t h e  t u r n  of  t h e  c e n t u r y  a s  

v i r t u a l l y  n o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e  l a n d o w n e r s  made a n y  i m p r o v e -  

m e n t s  o n  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y .  O w n e r s h i p  o f  c a t t l e  was  d e t -  

e r m i n e d  b y  m a r k s  and  b r a n d s  t h a t  w e r e  f i l e d  a t  t h e  C o u n t y  

C l e r k ' s  O f f i c e .  

D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  a  g r e a t  amoun t  o f  c a t t l e  r a i s e d  on 

t h e  p l a i n s  of  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  w e r e  s o l d  a n d  s h i p p e d  t o  

Tampa a n d  Cuba d u r i n g  t h e  S p a n i s h  A m e r i c a n  War. One of  

t h e  s h i p p i n g  p o i n t s  was C a t t l e  Dock P o i n t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  

o f  w h a t  i s  now known a s  E l  J o b e a n .  O t h e r  s h i p p i n g  p o i n t s  



w e r e  l o c a t e d  a t  v a r i o u s  l o c a t i o n s  a l o n g  C h a r l o t t e  H a r b o r ,  

and  on t h e  M a n a t e e  R i v e r .  D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  Myakka 

R i v e r  V a l l e y  R e g i o n  r e m a i n e d  o n e  of  t h e  m o s t  p r o d u c t i v e  

c a t t l e  r a i s i n g  r e g i o n s  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  

H a r d l y  a n y  p u b l i c a t i o n  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  of  

F l o r i d a ,  n e g l e c t s  t o  m e n t i o n  t h e  f i n e  g r a z i n g  l a n d s  a v a i l -  

a b l e  a l o n g  t h e  Myakka a n d  P e a c e  R i v e r .  

D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  R e g i o n  r e m a i n e d  

t h e  p l a y g r o u n d  f o r  t h e  a d v e n t u r i s t  s p o r t s m a n .  One o f  

t h e s e  s p o r t s m e n  who r e c o r d e d  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  

was  M r .  C h a r l e s  A .  D e a n ,  who f i r s t  v i s i t e d  t h e  C h a r l o t t e  

H a r b o r  a r e a  i n  1 8 8 7 .  M r .  D e a n ' s  d a u g h t e r ,  Mrs. E l e a n o r  

P e a r s e ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 4 7  a  b o o k  c o n t a i n i n g  many of  h e r  

f a t h e r ' s  d i a r y  e n t r i e s ,  l e t t e r s  and  s t o r i e s .  The  b o o k ,  

e n t i t l e d  F l o r i d a ' s  V a n i s h i n g  E r a ,  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  

a c c o u n t s  o f  h u n t i n g  a n d  f i s h i n g  i n  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  

R e g i o n  i n  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  a n d  1 8 9 0 ' s .  

M r .  Dean p e r h a p s  v i s i t e d  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  

t i m e  i n  1887 o r  1 8 8 8 .  Around  t h i s  t i m e  M r .  Dean p u r c h a s e d  

a  n a p h t h a  l a u n c h  a n d  named i t  t h e  " K i n g f i s h e r " .  The  Dean  

f a m i l y ,  b a s e d  e i t h e r  o n  P i n e  I s l a n d  o r  a t  P u n t a  G o r d a  

w o u l d  make f r e q u e n t  t r i p s  i n  C h a r l o t t e  H a r b o r ,  a s  w e l l  

a s  t o  t h e  P e a c e  a n d  Myakka R i v e r s .  O b v i o u s l y  i n s p i r e d  

b y  t h e  r i v e r ,  i n  1 8 9 4  M r .  Dean p u r c h a s e d  a  40 f o o t  n a p h t h a  

c a b i n  b o a t  a n d  c h r i s t e n e d  i t  t h e  "Myakka". 

Many o f  M r s .  P e a r s e ' s  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t r i p s  o n  

t h e  Myakka R i v e r  a r e  w o r t h  r e p r i n t i n g .  



"Of c o u r s e  t h e  'Myakka" was a  l i t t l e  c l o s e  q u a r t e r s  f o r  

o u t  f a m i l y  o f  t h r e e  f o r  more  t h a n  a  f e w  d a y s  a t  a  t i m e ,  

b u t  w e  c o u l d  a n d  d i d  c r u i s e  u p  t h e  Myakka R i v e r ,  a t  t h a t  

t i m e  i n f e s t e d  w i t h  a l l i g a t o r s  . . .  and  (we) t r i e d  f o r  t a r p o n  

i n  t h e  p a s s  b e t w e e n  C a p t i v a  and  L a C o s t a .  H e r e  I l e a r n e d  

t o  s w i m ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  b i r d  d o g s  w e r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  i n  t h e  

w a t e r  f o r  f e a r  o f  s h a r k s ! "  

T h e  D e a n ' s  c a b i n  b o a t ,  Myakka 

T h e  f r e e z e  o f  December  o f  1 8 9 4  t h a t  had  a  d e v a s t a t i n g  

e f f e c t  o n  t h e  c i t r u s  g r o v e s  o f  c e n t r a l  F l o r i d a  a l s o  h a d  

a n  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  f i s h  i n  t h e  Myakka R i v e r .  M r s .  P e a r s e  

r e c o r d e d  " I n  J a n u a r y  o f  1 8 9 5 ,  m o r e  t h a n  a  m o n t h  a f t e r  



t h e  f r e e z e ,  t h o u s a n d s  o f  d e a d  f i s h  l i n e d  t h e  b a n k s  o f  

t h e  Myakka R i v e r .  My f a t h e r  w r o t e  i n  h i s  l o g  " T h i s  

r i v e r  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  t o  a  g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  t h a n  

a n y  o t h e r  i n  t h i s  i m m e d i a t e  r e g i o n ,  d u e  p o s s i b l y  b e c a u s e  

t h e  w a t e r  i s  m o s t l y  s h a l l o w . . . ' " .  

W h i l e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  i n  1 9 0 0  t h e  Dean f a m i l y  v i s i t e d  a  

s m a l l  t own  o n  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  named M i a k k a  C i t y ,  l o c a t e d  

e a s t  o f  E n g l e w o o d .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  t o w n  c o n s i s t e d  o f  

two b u i l d i n g s .  M r s .  P e a r s e  r e c o r d s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a b o u t  

t h e  w i n t e r  s e a s o n  o f  1 9 0 0 .  " Q u a i l  w e r e  a b u n d a n t  a l o n g  

t h e  Myakka R i v e r .  W h i l e  o u t  s h o o t i n g  my f a t h e r  d i s -  

c o v e r e d  a  S a l t  S p r i n g .  L a t e r  h e  m e a s u r e d  i t ' s  d e p t h  . 

t o  b e  1 7 6  f e e t . "  T h e  s p r i n g  d i s c o v e r e d  by M r .  Dean  w a s  

l i k e l y  w h a t  i s  t o d a y  Warm M i n e r a l  S p r i n g s ,  o r  may h a v e  

b e e n  L i t t l e  S a l t  S p r i n g .  

- Bird  Rookery, Nyakka r i v e r  1893 

- P h o t o g r a p h  t a k e n  i n  l o w e r  Myakka R i v e r  b y  M r .  Dean 



T h i s  y e a r  t h e  D e a n s  v i s i t e d  some o l d  f r i e n d s  o n  t h e  

Myakka R i v e r .  "We c a l l e d  o n  t h e  C h a p i n s  u p  t h e  Myakka 

R i v e r ,  a n d  l e a r n e d  t h a t  M r s .  C h a p i n  h a d  n o t  s e e n  a n o t h e r  

woman s i n c e  t h e  p r e c e e d i n g  May. N e a r  t h e i r  home was  a n  

I n d i a n  Mound i n  w h i c h  M s .  McAdow w r o t e  i n  1 8 8 9  ' w e  f o u n d  

e l e v e n  s k e l e t o n s  w i t h i n  a  f e w  f e e t  o f  e a c h  o t h e r ,  c o v e r e d ,  

s i t t i n g  u p  w i t h  a r m s  c l a s p i n g  t h e i r  k n e e s .  A l s o  t e e t h  o f  

a  m a s t o d o n  o n  t o p  o f  t h e  g r o u n d ,  o f  w h i c h  t h e  l a r g e s t  

w e i g h e d  s e v e n  p o u n d s ' " .  

The  Dean  f a m i l y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  v i s i t  t h e  C h a r l o t t e  H a r b o r  

a r e a  t h r o u g h  1 9 2 1 ,  when M r .  Dean p a s s e d  away o n  h i s  y a c h t  

" i n  h i s  b e l o v e d  w i n t e r  c r u i s i n g  g r o u n d " .  E a c h  y e a r  M r .  

Dean  a n d  f e l l o w  s p o r t s m e n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  f a m i l y ,  w o u l d  

y i s i t  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  f o r  i t ' s  e x c e l l e n t  f i s h i n g  a n d  

t h e  a d j o i n i n g  hammocks a n d  p i n e  f o r e s t s  f o r  t h e  a b u n d a n t  

game.  

T h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  Miakka  c o n t i n u e d  t o  g row d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  

a n d  i n  1 8 9 7  was  i n c l u d e d  i n  A C o m p l e t e  G e n e r a l  D i r e c t o r y  

o f  M a n a t e e  C o u n t y ,  p u b l i s h e d  by Andrew I .  M e s e r v e .  



Wilson, A. M., f. 

R i ~ ~ g n t e .  D. C., f. 

1 8 9 7  M A N A T E E  C O U N T Y  D I R E C T O R Y  

L E G E N D  O F  O C C U P A T I O N S :  

mcht - merchant 

f - farmer 

mchnic - mechanic 
v - vegetable truck farmer 

c - citrus farmer 



Major l and  owners i n  t h e  Myakka River  V a l l e y  Region  

i n  1 9 0 0  , o v e r l a i d  on 1 9 2 1  map o f  S a r a s o t a  County 



In July of 1900,  a major land transaction took place in 

the Myakka River Valley Region. The Plant Investment 

Company sold three of their townships in Manatee County 

to four members of the pioneering Knight family for a 

consideration of $12,742 .  The purchasers were Thomas 

S .  and Sarah, his wife, also Charles L. and Daisy, his 

wife. 

Charles L .  and Thomas S .  Knight were sons of Joel Knight, 

brother of Jesse Knight, Sarasota's pioneer cattleman. 

Jesse's brother Joel had raised cattle for decades on 

the plains lying east of the Myakka River in the vicinity 

of today's Ringling-McArthur tract. Joel's sons, Charles 

and Thomas were engaged with their father for many years 

in the cattle business east of the Myakka River. 

In 1 8 8 9  Charles L. Knight moved to Tampa and with 

William Wall formed what was at that time the largest 

wholesale hardware business in southern Florida. In 1 9 0 0  

he reinvested, with his brother and their wives, in the 

Myakka River Valley Region. The Knight herd was for de- 

cades among the largest cattle herds along the river, 

and in all of southern Florida. 

- 
In 1 9 0 2 ,  and again in 1 9 0 4 ,  the Florida State Department 

of Agriculture published a book entitled "Florida, A 

Pamphlet Descriptive of it's History, Topography, Climate 

and Soil. In reference to cattle raising the book stated 

that in Florida there were " 3 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  acres available 



6 1 - 1 A L L 6  l ~ ~ a ~ ~  L V L  L - L L I G  CZI IU  J L I C C ~ .  L ICLJL y e a '  c ~ ~ l r r r  

w e r e )  6 0 0 , 0 0 0  c a t t l e  o n  r a n g e s ,  ( a n d )  room f o r  3 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 . "  

"The t r u t h  i s ,  t h e  c l i m a t e  o f  F l o r i d a  i s  a n  i d e a l  o n e  

f o r  s t o c k  r a i s i n g  ... i n  s o u c h e r n  F l o r i d a ,  s o u t h  o f  H i l -  

l s b o r o u g h  C o u n t y ,  i n  M a n a t e e ,  i n  t h e  g r e a t  Myakka R i v e r  

p r a i r i e  r e g i o n ,  i n  s o u t h e r n  P o l k  C o u n t y  . . .  i n  D e S o t o  

C o u n t y  ... ( e x i s t s )  t h e  g r e a t e s t  g r a z i n g  r e g i o n  e a s t  o f  

t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i . "  

I n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  s h e e p  r a i s i n g  t h e  b o o k  s t a t e s  t h a t  i n  

M a n a t e e  ( C o u n t y )  w h e r e  t h e  g r e a t  p r a i r i e s  f u r n i s h  f i n e  

p a s t u r a g e ,  t h e y  a r e  p e r f e c t l y  a t  home." O f  c o u r s e  a  

g r e a t  d e a l  o f  M a n a t e e  C o u n t y ' s  p r a i r i e  l a n d  w a s  i n  t h e  

Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  R e g i o n .  - 
The g e n e r a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  M a n a t e e  C o u n t y  i n c l u d e d  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g .  "The  p r i n c i p a l  i n d u s t r i e s  a r e  f r u i t  a n d  

v e g e t a b l e  g r o w i n g ,  a n d  r a i s i n g  of  l i v e  s t o c k ;  t h e  i m m e n s e  

t r a c t s  o f  o p e n  p r a i r i e ,  s t r e t c h i n g  a l m o s t  t h e  e n t i r e  

l e n g t h  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  f r o m  n o r t h  t o  s o u t h  down t h e  Myakka  

R i v e r  v a l l e y ,  f o r m s  p e r h a p s ,  t h e  f i n e s t  c a t t l e  r a n g e s  

i n  o n e  c o n t i g u o u s  t e r r i t o r y  e a s t  of  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r ;  

w i t h  u n f a i l i n g  s u p p l i e s  o f  p a s t u r e  g r a s s e s ,  a n d  f r e s h  

w a t e r  a t  z l l  s e a s o n s  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  i t  b e c o m e s ,  a s  i t  i s ,  

t h e  i d e a l  s e c t i o n  f o r  s t o c k  r a i s i n g  o n  a  m a g n i f i c e n t  

s c a l e ,  by t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s u c h  i n d u s t r i e s . "  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  C o u n t y ,  t h e  b o o k  

p r o v i d e d  p e r t i n e n t  s t a t i s t i c s  r e l a t i v e  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

p r o d u c t i o n .  

( 9 - 1 6 )  



AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS - 1902 

MANATEE COUNTY 

Produce 

Corn 

Sweet Potatoes 

Tomatoes 

Celery 

Lettuce 

Oranges 

Grapefruit 

Amount Produced 

3,935 bushels 

14,675 bushels 

36,950 crates 

16,690 crates 

16,959 crates 

114,203 boxes 

3,459 crates 

Livestock Amount Held 

Horses 702 

Mules 

Stock 

Hogs 

Value 

$ 2,418 

7,474 

47,150 

41,725 

21,198 

142,474 

20,766 

Value 

$ 23,345 

3,645 

60,190 

2,934 



I n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  community of Miakka ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

p rominence ,  i t  was M r .  A . M .  "Gus" Wi l son ,  p o s t m a s t e r  

of Miakka,  who p u r c h a s e d  and used  t h e  f i r s t  g a s o l i n e  

powered " t r a c t i o n  e n g i n e "  o r  t r a c t o r  i n  Manatee County .  

I n  September  of 1 9 0 5  t h e  Manatee R i v e r  J o u r n a l  r e p o r t e d  

t h a t  "A.M.  Wi lson  h a s  l a t e l y  r e c e i v e d  h i s  r o a d  o r  t r a c -  

t i o n  e n g i n e  and b e l i e v e s  i t  w i l l  s o l v e  t h e  p rob lem of 

h a u l i n g  o r a n g e s  f rom ( h i s )  g r o v e  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d .  . . t h i s  

i s  b e i n g  watched  by o t h e r s . . . " .  The n e x t  month i t  was 

announced t h a t  t h e  t r a c t o r  had been  an  i n s t a n t  s u c c e s s .  

T h i s  was s e v e r a l  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  f i r s t  a u t o m o b i l e s  

e n t e r e d  t h e  a r e a .  

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y  M r .  Anthony W.  

Dimock and h i s  w i f e  v i s i t e d  t h e  Myakka R i v e r .  The D i m -  

o c k s  c r u i s e d  i n  a  s m a l l  s a i l b o a t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  

F l o r i d a  a r e a .  They a l s o  had a  s m a l l e r  c r a f t  f o r  t h e i r  

r i v e r  e x p l o r a t i o n s .  The Dimocks c a l l e d  t h e  Myakka " t h e  

r i v e r  t h a t  had been  o v e r l o o k e d " ,  a s  you c o u l d  t r a v e l  upon 

i t  and n o t  s e e  any e v i d e n c e  of man. T h e i r  i m p r e s s i o n s  of 

t h i s  r e g i o n  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  of t h e  s p o r t s m e n  who 

v i s i t e d  t h e  r e g i o n  d e c a d e s  e a r l i e r .  

"We p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  m i l e  wide meadows of  p a r t l y  submer- 

ged b u l r u s h e d  backgrounded  by f o r e s t s  of p i n e ,  w i t h  

c lumps of c e d a r  t o  t h e  f o r e  and d o t t e d  w i t h  t a l l  p a l m e t -  

t o e s ,  s i n g l y  and i n  g r o u p s .  A s  we a s c e n d e d  t h e  r i v e r  

t h e  p i n e s  came n e a r e r ,  t h e  w a t e r  grew s h o a l  and was 



d o t t e d  w i t h  i s l a n d s ,  w h i l e  t a l l  f e r n s  a d o r n  t h e  b a n k s .  

As we c o n t i n u e d  t o  advance  t h e  r i v e r  na r rowed  t o  f i f t y  

y a r d s  and became a  . f r e s h  w a t e r  s t r e a m  w i t h  a  s t r o n g  

c u r r e n t ,  s o  c rooked  t h a t  we t r a v e l e d  1 2  m i l e s  t o  make 

s i x  and i n  d o i n g  s o  went i n  e v e r y  d i r e c t i o n .  Sometimes 

i n  t r a v e l i n g  a  m i l e  we n e a r l y  comple ted  a  c i r c l e  and 

o n c e  a t i n y  t u n n e l  b e n e a t h  a  h i g h  bank d i s c l o s e d  a n  

e f f o r t  o f  N a t u r e  t o  s h o r t e n  t h e  s t r e a m  by c u t t i n g  o u t  a  

s u p e r f l u o u s  segmen t .  A s  we a s c e n d e d ,  t h e  r i v e r  c o n t i n u e d  

t o  n a r r o w  and deepen .  On b o t h  s i d e s  w e r e  g r e a t  w h i t e  

s and  b a n k s ,  s i x  t o  t e n  f e e t  i n  h e i g h t .  

The Dimocks were  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  f a l l e n  

o a k s  and  pa lms  whose r o o t s  had been  undermined  by t h e  

c u r r e n t  and  whose t r u n k s  had l e a n e d  and c o n t i n u e d  t o  

grow b e n d i n g  g r a d e f u l l y  i n t o  " l o n g  s l i m  p y t h o n - l i k e  

b o d i e s " .  

P h o t o g r a p h  t a k e n  by t h e  Dimocks and p r i n t e d  i n  t h e i r  book 

(9-19) 



They a l s o  r e c o r d e d  t h a t  "Herons ,  f rom t h e  b i g  b l u e  and 

g r e a t  w h i t e  t o  t h e  l i t t l e  g r e e n  ' f l y - u p - t h e - c r e e k ' ,  

f l e w  j u s t  b e f o r e  u s  f rom e v e r y  bend i n  t h e  r i v e r . . . " .  

Having  s p e n t  a  p l e a s a n t  day  on t h e  r i v e r ,  t h e  Dimocks 

w e r e  n e a r i n g  C h a r l o t t e  Harbor  when t h e  low t i d e  " s e i z e d  

o u r  c r a f t ,  and f o r  an  hour  h e l d  i t  t o  ransom by t h e  

r i s i n g  t i d e ,  we s a t  upon t h e  c a b i n  t o p  w a t c h i n g  t h e  

w o n d e r f u l  c l o u d s  massed i n  t h e  w e s t  and c o l o r e d  by t h e  

d e c l i n i n g  s u n ,  r e j o i c i n g  i n  t h e  r e s t  and p e a c e  t h a t  had 

f o l l o w e d  a  s t r e n u o u s  day  on t h e  r i v e r  t h a t  had b e e n  o v e r -  

l o o k e d  ." 

F o l l o w i n g  t h e i r  t r i p ,  t h e  Dimocks p u b l i s h e d  a  book en- 

t i t l e d  " F l o r i d a  Enchantments"  wh ich  c o n t a i n s  much i n t e r -  

e s t i n g  t e x t  a s  w e l l  a s  s e v e r a l  p h o t o g r a p h s  t a k e n  a l o n g  

t h e  Myakka R i v e r .  

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  

V a l l e y  Region  remained  b o t h  a  p r o d u c t i v e  c a t t l e  r a i s i n g  

a r e a  a s  w e l l  a s  a  s p o r t s m a n ' s  p a r a d i s e .  



THE T E E N  YEARS I N  THE MYAKKA R I V E R  VALLEY R E G I O N  

S i n c e  t h e  t i m e  of s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  1 8 5 0 t s ,  g e n e r a l  fa rm-  

i n g  and c i t r u s  r a i s i n g  had  r ema ined  i m p o r t a n t  i n d u s t r i e s  

a t  Miakka. By 1910 s e v e r a l  Miakka r e s i d e n t s  were  engaged  

i n  r a i s i n g  a  c r o p  of v e g e t a b l e s ,  b o t h  f o r  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  

and f o r  s a l e .  Tomatoes a r e  most  f r e q u e n t l y  men t ioned  i n  

The S a r a s o t a  Times newspaper  a r t i c l e s  of  t h e  t e e n  y e a r s .  

R i c e  and c o r n  were grown i n  abundance ,  t h e  l a t t e r  f o r  u s e  

a s  c a t t l e  f e e d .  Sugar  c a n e  was an  i m p o r t a n t  c r o p ,  and by 

1910 b o t h  A .  M .  Wi lson  and 3 .  J .  Crowley were  u s i n g  gaso -  

l i n e  e n g i n e s  t o  power t h e i r  m i l l s .  

C i t r u s  p r o d u c t i o n  had i n c r e a s e d  s t e a d i l y  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  - 

and was a  m a j o r  l i v e l i h o o d  f o r  many s e t t l e r s .  I n  O c t o b e r  

of 1909 ,  s e v e r a l  Miakka a r e a  c i t r u s  g r o w e r s  o r g a n i z e d  and  

formed t h e  Miakka C i t r u s  Growers '  A s s o c i a t i o n .  T h i s  

a s s o c i a t i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  work i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  

t h e  F l o r i d a  C i t r u s  Exchange i n  t h e  p i c k i n g ,  p a c k i n g ,  



h a n d l i n g ,  m a r k e t i n g ,  s h i p p i n g  and  s e l l i n g  of b o t h  c i t r u s  

f r u i t s  and  v e g e t a b l e s .  Founde r s  of t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  were  

A .  M.  W i l s o n ,  C .  G .  L .  Crowley and J .  J .  Crowley.  A s  t h e r e  

was no r a i l r o a d  n e a r  Miakka a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  p r o d u c e  

was t r a n s p o r t e d  e i t h e r  t o  S a r a s o t a  o r  t o  A r c a d i a  f o r  s h i p -  

p i n g  by r a i l  t o  d i s t a n t  m a r k e t s .  

I n  J u l y  of 1 9 1 0  Mrs. P o t t e r  Palmer  of Chicago  began  p u r -  

c h a s i n g  l a n d  i n  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  Region .  A t  t h i s  

t i m e  s h e  p u r c h a s e d  1 5 , 9 1 3  a c r e s  from t h e  S o u t h e r n  I n v e s t -  

ment Company f o r  h e r  s o n ,  P o t t e r  Pa lmer ,  J r .  A l a r g e  p a r t  

of t h i s  l a n d  was a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  14yakka R i v e r  and  i n  t h e  

Cowpen S l o u g h  a r e a .  An a r t i c l e  a p p e a r i n g  i n  t h e  V e n i c e  

News column of  The S a r a s o t a  Times on J u n e  Znd, 1 9 1 0 ,  

w r i t t e n  by George  "Nemo" H i g e l ,  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  p e n d i n g  s a l e  

of l a n d  i n c l u d i n g  P o t t e r  P a l m e r ,  J r . ' s  t r a c t .  " We a r e  i n  

r e c e i p t  0 f . a  l e t t e r  f rom Col .  J .  H .  Lo rd ,  s e n i o r  member of  

t h e  e n t e r p r i s i n g  f i r m  of  Lord & Edwards,  i n  wh ich  we l e a r n ,  

t h e  company h a v e  p r a c t i c a l l y  s o l d  t o  Mrs. P o t t e r  Pa lmer  o f  

Ch icago ,  a  v a s t  t r a c t  of l a n d  i n  t h e  S a r a s o t a  v i c i n i t y .  

T h i s  p u r c h a s e  embraces  t h e  w e l l  known Means l a n d s ,  t h e  

famous Cow Pen s l o u g h s  and a  l a r g e  a c r e a g e  of  t h e  r i c h  and 

f e r t i l e  Miakka p a s t u r e  l a n d s .  Th i s  i s  pronounced  a s  f i n e  

a  t r a c t  o f  l a n d  a s  we have  i n  t h e  c o u n t y ,  b e i n g  a d m i r a b l y  

a d a p t e d  t o  i r r i g a t i o n  o r  t o  d r a i n a g e .  The s p l e n d i d  pas -  

t u r e  l a n d s  s e t  t o  c u l t i v a t e d  g r a s s e s  w i l l  e q u a l ,  i f  n o t  

r i v a l  t h e  famous B lue  g r a s s  r e g i o n  of Kentucky .  The r i c h  

hammock and  muck l a n d s  a r e  a d a p t e d  t o  s u g a r  c a n e .  I r i s h  



p o t a t o e s ,  o n i o n s ,  a l l  of which a r e  s t a p l e  c r o p s  and  f o r  

which home m a r k e t s  a r e  f a r  from b e i n g  s u p p l i e d .  A s  a  

t r u c k  and  v e g e t a b l e  growing s e c t i o n  t h i s  t r a c t  i s  s e c o n d  

t o  n o n e ,  and  p e r h a p s  i n  a  few y e a r s ,  we s h a l l  s e e  p a c k i n g  

p l a n t s  and  c a n n i n g  f a c t o r i e s  i n  o u r  c o u n t y .  Nemo" T h i s  

t r a n s a c t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  many t o  f o l l o w ,  w e r e  h a n d l e d  by 

J o s e p h  H .  Lord .  I t  was Lord whose a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  had  

f i r s t  p rompted  M r s .  P a l m e r ' s  f i r s t  v i s i t  t o  t h e  S a r a s o t a  

a r e a .  I t  h a s  b e e n  r e c o r d e d  t h a t  M r s .  Pa lmer  f i r s t  saw 

t h e  Myakka R i v e r  r e g i o n  w h i l e  on a  t o u r  p r o v i d e d  by 

A.  B .  Edwards i n  F e b r u a r y  of 1910.  M r s .  P a l m e r ,  r e a l i z i n g  

t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  r e g i o n ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  c o n t e m p l a t e d  

p u r c h a s e s .  

I n  December of  1910  M r s .  Palmer  p u r c h a s e d  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  

a c r e s  o f  l a n d  a s  w e l l  a s  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  h e a d  of  c a t t l e  

from G a r r e t t  "Dink" Murphy. The l a n d ,  i n  t h e  Myakka Lake 

r e g i o n ,  was c o n s i d e r e d  by many t o  b e  among t h e  f i n e s t  g r a z -  

i n g  l a n d  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  A l o c a l  newspaper  i n t e r v i e w e d  

Murphy a b o u t  t h e  s a l e ,  t o  which he  r e p l i e d  "Say I h a v e  

s o l d  my s t u f f ,  t h a t ' s  enough ... my work of  f o r t y  y e a r s  a l l  

gone.  " 

Having p u r c h a s e d  between f i v e  and s e v e n  t h o u s a n d  head  o f  

c a t t l e  f rom Murphy, M r s .  Palmer  i n s t a n t l y  r a n k e d  among t h e  

l a r g e  s tockmen o f  t h e  a r e a .  Murphy was n o t  o u t  of t h e  

c a t t l e  b u s i n e s s  b e c a u s e  t h e  s a l e  was n o t  h i s  e n t i r e  h e r d .  

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  n e a r l y  a y e a r  l a t e r  The S a r a s o t a  Times 

ClO-3) 



Major land owners in the Myakka River Valley Region 

in 1911 , overlaid on 1921 map of Sarasota County 



newspaper  r e p o r t e d  "We l e a r n  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  s t o c k  of  

c a t t l e  owned by t h e  l a t e  Rev. J e s s e  K n i g h t ,  h a s  been  s o l d  

t o  Dink Murphy, t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b e i n g  $15 ,000  s p o t  c a s h . "  

Thus "Dink" Murphy would r e m a i n  a  m a j o r  s tockman of t h e  

Myakka R i v e r  r e g i o n .  

M r s .  Palmer  named h e r  a c r e a g e  i n  t h e  Myakka Lakes  r e g i o n  

Meadowsweet P a s t u r e s  and  a t  o n c e  began  a p p l y i n g  modern 

c a t t l e  r a i s i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  on  h e r  r a n c h .  Mrs. Pa lmer  was 

among t h e  e a r l y  s tockmen t o  f e n c e  p o r t i o n s  of l a n d  t o  

c o n t r o l  t h e  f e e d i n g  of t h e  c a t t l e .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  M r s .  

Palmer  was t h e  f i r s t  c a t t l e  owner t o  h a v e  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  

c a t t l e  d i p p i n g  v a t .  Dur ing  O c t o b e r  o f  1 9 1 5 ,  A .  E .  B lack -  

bu rn  s u p e r v i s e d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  f i r s t  c a t t l e  d i p p i n g  

t a n k  i n  Manatee County.  The S a r a s o t a  Times had  q u i t e  a  

b i t  t o  s a y  a b o u t  t h i s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e v e n t .  "An e v e n t  

t h a t  w i l l  p r o v e  t o  b e  f a r  more i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  

of Manatee  County t h a n  any  c o r n e r - s t o n e  l a y i n g  o r  o t h e r  

impos ing  c e r e m o n i a l  t o o k  p l a c e  l a s t  F r i d a y  on Bee I s l a n d ,  

Myakka R i v e r .  For t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  t h i s  c o u n t y  c a t t l e  

were  d i p p e d  t o  remove t h e  Texas  f e v e r  t i c k ,  t h e  w o r s t  

h a n d i c a p  t o  s t o c k - r a i s i n g  i n  t h e  s o u t h . "  

By 1916 Mrs. Pa lmer ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  s tockmen i n  t h e  

Myakka r e g i o n ,  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  i t  would b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  

r a i s e  c o r n  f o r  f e e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  l a r g e  h e r d s  

t h a t  were  b e i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d .  The c o r n  would h a v e  t o  b e  

h a r v e s t e d  and s t o r e d  i n  s i l o s  u n t i l  n e e d e d .  A one  h u n d r e d  



t o n  s i l o  was b u i l t  a t  Meadowsweet P a s t u r e s  i n  1 9 1 6 .  A t  

t h i s  t i m e  s i l o s  were  b e i n g  b u i l t  by e n t e r p r i s i n g  s t o c k -  

men t h r o u g h o u t  Manatee  County.  I n  1917 Mrs. Pa lmer  had 

e r e c t e d  s e v e r a l  1 9 6  t o n  s i l o s  a t  Meadowsweet P a s t u r e s .  

A s e r i o u s  p rob lem t h a t  e x i s t e d  was t h a t  much of  t h e  l a n d  

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c u l t i v a t i o n  was s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  r i v e r ' s  

o v e r f l o w .  Mrs. Palmer  had much d i f f i c u l t y  w i t h  t h e  r i s i n g  

w a t e r s  t h a t  would r o t  t h e  c r o p s  b e f o r e  t h e y  c o u l d  b e  

h a r v e s t e d .  M r s .  Palmer  was a d v i s e d  t h a t  u n t i l  p r o p e r  

d r a i n a g e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i t  would b e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r a i s e  

t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c r o p s .  However, a t  t h i s  t i m e  M r s .  P a l m e r  

d i d  n o t  w i s h  t o  i n v e s t  i n  d r a i n a g e .  

By l a t e  1917 M r s .  P a l m e r ' s  r a n c h  was n o t  d e v e l o p i n g  a s  

s h e  t h o u g h t  i t  s h o u l d .  The g r e a t  amount of  l a n d  s u s -  

c e p t i b l e  t o  o v e r f l o w  was p r e v e n t i n g  t h e  needed  p r o d u c t i o n  

of  f e e d  c r o p s .  I n  May of 1918  M r s .  Pa lmer  p a s s e d  away a t  

h e r  home i n  Osprey .  Her dream of e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  model  

c a t t l e  r a n c h  had  p e r h a p s  n o t  been  f u l f i l l e d ,  y e t  M r s .  

P a l m e r ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  c a t t l e  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  

Myakka a r e a ,  w e r e  g r e a t .  

The s o n s  of  W.  H .  V a n d e r i p e  b r o u g h t  t h e i r  r a n c h  t o  l i f e  - 

i n  1917 by b u i l d i n g  a  s i l o  and c u l t i v a t i n g  f e e d .  An 

a r t i c l e  f rom t h e  Bradentown J o u r n a l  d e s c r i b e s  t h e i r  

methods " S i x t y  a c r e s  of t h e  famous v i r g i n  Miakka b o t t o m  

l a n d  was p l a n t e d  t o  c o r n  and from t h i s  p l a n t i n g  t h e  s i l o  

was f i l l e d .  I n  h a r v e s t i n g  t h e  c r o p  a  c o r n  b i n d e r  and  



mowing machine  was u s e d ,  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  wagons t o  draw 

t h e  c o r n  t o  t h e  c u t t e r ,  which  h a s  a  c a p a c i t y ,  i f  worked 

t o  t h e  l i m i t ,  of f i l l i n g  a  one  h u n d r e d  and  n i n e t y - s i x  

t o n  s i l o  i n  e i g h t  h o u r s . "  

Dur ing  t h e  l a t e  p a r t  o f  1 9 1 2 ,  t h e  community of Miakka ,  

a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  e n t i r e  coun ty  of Mana tee ,  became a r o u s e d  

by a  l e g e n d  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  was g o l d  b u r i e d  n o r t h  of  

Miakka. The l e g e n d ,  a s  i t  h a s  been  p a s s e d  down t h r o u g h  

g e n e r a t i o n s ,  i s  a s  f o l l o w s :  

A p i r a t e  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  J o s e  Gaspar  was b e i n g  a p p r e h e n d e d  

i n  C h a r l o t t e  Harbor .  I n  o r d e r  t o  e s c a p e ,  h e  l o a d e d  h i s  

t r e a s u r e  c h e s t  and a  s m a l l  crew i n t o  a  l o n g b o a t ,  and  

a s c e n d e d  t h e  Myakka R i v e r .  When t h e y  c o u l d  go  no f u r t h e r  

Gaspar  moored and b u r i e d  t h e  t r e a s u r e  c h e s t  a  good d i s -  

t a n c e  f rom t h e  r i v e r .  Upon f i l l i n g  i n  t h e  h o l e ,  Gaspa r  

murde red  h i s  crew on  t h e  s p o t .  The who le  e v e n t  was w i t -  

n e s s e d  by a  group  of I n d i a n s  who p a s s e d  t h e  s t o r y  on f rom 

one  g e n e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  n e x t .  

I n  1912  A.  H. A l b r i t t o n ,  f o r m e r l y  of  Miakka ,  h e a r d  o f  t h e  

o l d  l e g e n d  w h i l e  i n  Tampa and r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  g o l d  was 

on h i s  own l a n d .  A l b r i t t o n  r e t u r n e d  t o  Miakka and  w i t h  

t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of L .  E .  T a y l o r  and  A .  E .  B l a c k b u r n  began  

t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  t r e a s u r e .  A h o l e  was dug and t h e  e d g e s  

c u r b e d  t o  keep  them from c a v i n g  i n .  A d r e d g e  was used  t o  

d i g  d e e p e r  and  a t  f o r t y  f e e t  down t h e y  e n c o u n t e r e d  what  



t h e y  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  an  i r o n  c h e s t .  A pump was s e c u r e d  t o  

remove s a n d  and w a t e r  and t h e  s e a r c h  c o n t i n u e d .  

The c h e s t  t h a t  may have  been  found  p roved  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  

remove. L a t e  i n  1913  t h e  s e a r c h  was abandoned  and  t h e  

hopes  of g a i n i n g  u n t o l d  r i c h e s  were  u n r e a l i z e d .  

I n  1 9 1 3  t h e  E a s t  and West Coas t  Rai lway Company was 

e s t a b l i s h e d ,  by t h e  Seaboa rd  L i n e ,  t o  b u i l d  a  r a i l r o a d  

- f rom Manatee t o  A r c a d i a .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  

began  i n  J u l y  of 1913  and was comple t ed  e a r l y  i n  1915  

- 
The r i g h t  of way p a s s e d  w i t h i n  f o u r  m i l e s  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  

of  Miakka,  and t h e r e  was t a l k  t h a t  a  s p u r  m i g h t  b e  ex- 
- 

t e n d e d  t o  Miakka. The p r o m i s e  of t h e  r a i l r o a d  prompted 

- many Miakka r e s i d e n t s  t o  p l a n t  l a r g e r  c r o p s  a s  t h e y  

would h a v e  a  r e l i a b l e  means of  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  s h i p  

- 
t h e i r  p roduce .  

- I n  December of 1914 G .  S .  Ward and  J. G .  Kimmer p l a t t e d  

t h e  town of  Myakka C i t y  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  r i g h t  o f  

way. Myakka C i t y  was l o c a t e d  a b o u t  s e v e n  m i l e s  e a s t  of 

Miakka. Many l o t s  i n  Myakka C i t y  were  s o l d  t o  s e t t l e r s  

i n t e n d i n g  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  of  t h e  r a i l r o a d ' s  t r a n s p o r -  

t a t i o n  p o t e n t i a l .  

Dur ing  t h e  t e e n  y e a r s  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  Region  r e -  

mained  a  haven  f o r  s p o r t s m e n .  A l though  d e e r  and t u r k e y  

were  s t i l l  found  i n  t h e  a r e a  t h e y  were  becoming l e s s  

numerous.  The s p o r t s m e n  of  t h e  S a r a s o t a  a r e a  who s p e n t  
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q u i t e  a  b i t  o f  t ime  i n  t h e  Myakka a r e a  h u n t i n g  and f i s h i n g  

became i n c r e a s i n g l y  aware  o f  t h e  problem.  I n  September  

of 1915  t h e  Manatee County Game and F i s h  P r o t e c t i o n  

A s s o c i a t i o n  was o r g a n i z e d  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e  F e d e r a l  and 

S t a t e  Game and F i s h  Laws, and  t o  promote b e t t e r  l e g i s -  

l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of  game and f i s h .  

A s  game became l e s s  p l e n t i f u l ,  t h e  s p o r t s m e n  t u r n e d  t h e i r  

e f f o r t s  t o  f i s h i n g .  The S a r a s o t a  Times newspaper  i s  f u l l  

of a r t i c l e s  d e s c r i b i n g  f i s h i n g  t r i p s  t o  t h e  Myakka R i v e r ,  

where l a r g e m o u t h  and b l a c k  b a s s  w e r e  c a u g h t  i n  abundance .  

One a r t i c l e  i n  The S a r a s o t a  Times c o n t r i b u t e d  by George 

W. B l a c k b u r n ,  d e s c r i b e s  h i s  d e l i g h t  upon hook ing  s e v e r a l  

t a r p o n  i n  t h e  r i v e r .  The f i n a l  p a r a g r a p h  of  B l a c k b u r n ' s  

a r t i c l e  r e c o r d e d  t h e  d w i n d l i n g  of  w i l d l i f e  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

11 Not a  d e e r  o r  t u r k e y  t r a c k  was s e e n ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  

s t i l l  a  few i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  Two s q u i r r e l s  and a  r a b b i t  

c o n s t i t u t e d  ou r  bag of game, and  w i t h  s e v e r a l  f i s h  on 

t h e  s t r i n g ,  (we) s t a r t e d  f o r  home, a r r i v i n g  j u s t  b e f o r e  

s u n s e t ,  h a v i n g  en joyed  e v e r y  moment of t h e  day  and  h o p i n g  

t h a t  soon  we c o u l d  g e t  t i m e  t o  p a s s  a n o t h e r  on t h i s  

b e a u t i f u l  s t r e a m . "  

I n  1 9 1 4 ,  M r s .  Neal  Wyatt  C h a p l i n e ,  t h e  w i f e  of  one  of  

M r .  B l a c k b u r n ' s  h u n t i n g  and f i s h i n g  companions ,  p u b l i s h e d  

a  book e n t i t l e d  F l o r i d a  The F a s c i n a t i n g .  Her d e s c r i p t i v e  

t e x t  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  i s  w o r t h  r e p r i n t i n g .  

"Going t o  t h e  Myakka i s  a  p l e a s a n t  and p r o f i t a b l e  h a b i t  
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t h a t  grows on  o n e .  T h e r e  a r e  i d e a l  camping p l a c e s  a t  

d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t s  on  t h i s  r i v e r ,  c l e a r e d  p l a c e s  w i t h  h e r e  

a  g n a r l e d  w a t e r  o a k  f e s t o o n e d  w i t h  moss and  t h e r e  t a l l  

p a l m e t t o s ,  s t a n d i n g  l i k e  s e n t i n e l s ,  w i t h  a  f r i n g e  of  

s m a l l e r  palms a l l  a r o u n d  - and t h e  f i s h i n g  i s  i d e a l ,  - 
f r e s h  w a t e r  f i s h  i n  abundance ,  i n  f a c t  I have  s e e n  two 

f i s h  c a u g h t  on  o n e  hook." M r s .  C h a p l i n e  c o n c l u d e s  h e r  

c h a p t e r  on t h e  r i v e r s  of F l o r i d a  w i t h  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  

a b o u t  t h e  Myakka. "Many a  h a g g a r d  f a c e  h a s  grown ca lm 

and l e s s  w r e t c h e d  f rom a  s o o t h i n g  s o j o u r n  on t h e  Myakka; 

and many f r i v o l o u s ,  u n t h i n k i n g  s o u l s  have  grown more 

n o b l e  f rom g a z i n g  upon t h e  handiwork  of  God." Thus t h e  

Myakka R i v e r  r ema ined  a  s o u r c e  of  p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  a  s o u r c e  

of  game and f i s h  and  a  s o u r c e  of  c o m f o r t  and r e s t  t o  t h o s e  

who f r e q u e n t e d  i t s  s h o r e s .  



SARASOTA C O U N T Y  

Throughout  t h e  t e e n  y e a r s  t h e r e  was a  g e n e r a l  f e e l i n g ,  

among t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  of Manatee 

County ,  t h a t  t h e y  were  n o t  r e c e i v i n g  t h e i r  s h a r e  of t a x  

d o l l a r s  i n  t h e  way of improvemen t s .  A movement was e s -  

t a b l i s h e d  t o  c r e a t e  a  new c o u n t y  t h a t  would t a k e  t h e  

name S a r a s o t a .  I n  A p r i l  o f  1 9 2 1  a  b i l l  o f  s e p a r a t i o n  

was p r e p a r e d  by a  coun ty  d i v i s i o n  commi t t ee  o f  t h e  S a r a -  

s o t a  Chamber of Commerce. T h i s  b i l l  i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  t h e  

new c o u n t y  a l l  t h a t  l a n d  l y i n g  s o u t h  of t h e  t o w n s h i p  l i n e  

d i v i d i n g  t o w n s h i p s  t h i r t y - f i v e  f rom t o w n s h i p s  t h i r t y - s i x .  

T h i s  b i l l  was p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  by A .  M .  Wilson 

of Miakka.  

I n  May o f  1921 ,  two c o m m i t t e e s  w e r e  a p p o i n t e d  t o  r e a c h  an  

ag reemen t  on s e v e r a l  m a t t e r s  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of 

t h e  c o u n t y .  One commit tee  was composed o f  members f rom 

t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  l i n e  and one  from t h e  s o u t h e r n  



p o r t i o n .  One of  t h e  d i s a g r e e m e n t s  was o v e r  f o u r  town- 

s h i p s  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of  t h e  p r o p o s e d  new c o u n t y .  

W i t h i n  t h e s e  f o u r  t ownsh ips  l a y  c o n s i d e r a b l e  Myakka pas -  

t u r e  l a n d  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  h e a d w a t e r s  of  t h e  r i v e r  and  t h e  

growing  v i l l a g e  of Myakka C i t y .  Manatee  County d i d  n o t  

want  t o  g i v e  up t h i s  p r o s p e r o u s  s e c t i o n  and  i t  was a g r e e d  

t h a t  t h e  new county  would n o t  i n c l u d e  t h e  f o u r  t o w n s h i p s .  

I t  was made c l e a r ,  however,  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r e s s  t h a t  t h e  

Myakka Lake r e g i o n  was i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  t h e  new c o u n t y .  

On J u n e  1 5 t h  of 1 9 2 1  t h e  coun ty  d i v i s i o n  b i l l  was r a t i f i e d  

by n e a r l y  a  f o u r  t o  one  v o t e  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  of  t h e  new 

c o u n t y .  By J u l y  1st t h e  t e m p o r a r y  c o u n t y  s e a t  had  b e e n  

e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  S a r a s o t a  and t h e  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  new 

c o u n t y  had  been a p p o i n t e d .  The Miakka a r e a  was w e l l  

r e p r e s e n t e d  by Henry Hancock, County Commiss ioner  f rom 

t h e  f i f t h  d i s t r i c t  a s  w e l l  a s  by A .  11. W i l s o n ,  Tax Col- 

l e c t o r  o f  t h e  new County of  S a r a s o t a .  

The new County of S a r a s o t a  embraced t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  

Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  Region.  T h i s  was a  t r emendous  l o s s  

t o  t h e  County of  Manatee and a  g r e a t  g a i n  t o  t h e  new 

County of S a r a s o t a .  



CONCLUSION 

The Myakka R i v e r  V a l l e y  Region  h a s  p l a y e d  a  p r o m i n e n t  

r o l e  i n  o u r  l o c a l ,  r e g i o n a l  and s t a t e  h i s t o r y .  The r i v e r  

a c h i e v e d  n a t i o n a l  p rominence  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War when a  

l a r g e  q u a n t i t y  of c a t t l e  f rom t h e  a r e a  was consumed by 

b o t h  Union and  C o n f e d e r a t e  f o r c e s .  

A m a j o r  r i v e r  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  Myakka was t h e  home of  

numerous P l e i s t o c e n e  mammals many t h o u s a n d s  o f  y e a r s  be-  

f o r e  man e n t e r e d  t h e  s t a t e  of  F l o r i d a .  When man d i d  

a r r i v e ,  he  t o o  was a t t r a c t e d  by t h e  r i v e r  and camped 

a l o n g  i t s  s h o r e s  f o r  t h o u s a n d s  of  y e a r s .  

Europeans  w e r e  l u r e d  t o  t h e  a r e a  by a d v e n t u r e  and t h e  

F o u n t a i n  of Youth .  The C h a r l o t t e  Harbor  a r e a  came c l o s e  

t o  b e i n g  t h e  f i r s t  European  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  N o r t h  Amer ica .  



S e t t l e r s  coming t o  t h e  a r e a  i n  t h e  1 8 0 0 s  i n s t a n t l y  r e -  

a l i z e d  t h e  r i v e r ' s  p o t e n t i a l  a s  a  p r o d u c t i v e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

r e g i o n .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e y  f o u n d  game and f i s h  i n  abun- 

d a n c e .  The r e s o u r c e s  of t h e  r e g i o n  would a l l o w  t h e  s e t t l e r s  

t o  p r o s p e r  and  t h e  community of Miakka t o  grow. 

Throughout  t h e  y e a r s ,  t h e  Myakka R i v e r  h a s  c o n t i n u o u s l y  

p r o v i d e d  a  s o u r c e  of  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and 

r e c r e a t i o n .  
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